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B cTaTbe npepcTaB/ieH NepBblii LEHTP COBPEMEHHOM0 UCKYCCTBA

B lMepcupackom 3anuee, NoCBALLEHHbIA HOBOMY MeAMa- U LU POBOMY
uckycctBy. MobanbHas na6oparopus, My3eit U BUSMOHEPCKOE Npo-
CTPaHCTBO CO3/4aHbl MO NPOEKTY UTanbAHCKOM hupmbl Schiattarella
Associati.

KnioueBble cnoBa: Schiattarella Associati; «byayuiee nckyccrea
Aupun»; LeHTp coBpeMeHHOro NCKyccTBa; «Buaenne 2030»; Tpapm-
uuoHHasA apxutektypa Hepxap. /

The Gulf’s first contemporary art hub is dedicated to new media
and digital art. A global laboratory, museum, and visionary space is
designed by the Italian firm Schiattarella Associati.

Keywords: Schiattarella Associati; Diriyah Art Futures; contemporary
art hub; Vision 2030; traditional Najd architecture.
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Italian architectural firm also active in Europe and with a
leadership role in Saudi Arabia. Based in Rome, the interna-
tional firm has been specializing in cultural public spaces
for over ten years, focusing on urban design, restoration,
and research to serve community and cultural interests.

A future-oriented challenge, contemporary architecture
that dialogues with Najd heritage and tradition

“We wanted the architecture to feel as though it emerged
from the earth,” say the architects. “This is our approach to
design: harnessing natural values to create a contemporary
language that resonates deeply with the location.”

The “DIRIYAH ART FUTURES” is not a compact building
but rather a series of lean, distinct volumes that extend
horizontally along the Wadi Hanifa ridge, an agricultural
depression amid the desert plateau. Designed to reconnect
the urban and agricultural parts of the wadji, restoring the
balance between construction and nature, they alternate
with narrow, deep passages that create shaded and cool

«bypnyuuee nckycctea [upuny — 310 He KOMNAKTHOE 34a-
HUE, 3, CKOpEee, CepUs CTPOMHbIX, YETKO OYEPYEHHbIX 06bE-
MOB, KOTOPbIE MPOCTUPAIOTCA FOPU3OHTANLHO BAOb AONUHBI
Bapgun-XaHuda — cenbckoxo3aiCTBEHHOM BNaguHbl Nocpean
NyCTbIHHOTO NNaTo. OHU CNPOEKTUPOBAHbI TaKUM 06pa3oM,
4TOObI COEANHMUTL FOPOACKYIO U CENbCKOX035MCTBEHHYIO
yacTu Bagn-XaHuda, BocctaHoBUB 6anaHc Mexay 06bekTa-
MU CTPOUTENbCTBA U NPUPOA0I. OHM YepeayIoTCs C Y3KUMK
rny6oKMMU NPOX0AaMM, KOTOPbIE CO3AAI0T 3aTEHEHHbIE
1 NPOXNaAHbIe 30Hbl B COOTBETCTBUMU C TPAZULMOHHOW apxu-
TekTypoi Hepxp. Tak ocylecTaserca «MHAUBUAYaANbHbIN
NOAX0A» M paboTa C KOHKPETHLIMU LEeNSAMU.

Amegeo Ckuatrapenna oTmMeyaer: «3T0 NOrpaHuMyHoe
COOPYXXEHWE: C OfHOI CTOPOHbI HAXOJMUTCS CTApbIii UCTOPK-
YECKUM LIEHTP C €ro y3KUMU Y0YKaMKU U He6oNbLIMM 383
HUAMM, @ C PYrof — CeNbCKOX03AMCTBEHHAA 30Ha C CaAamu,
nonsmu u konopuamu. Koraa-to ropofickme CTeHbl CyXunm
KaK pa3genutenem, Tak U CBA3YIOWMUM 3BEHOM MEXAY HUMMU.
Yepes 3Tv BOpoTa B FOPOA NOCTYNanu BOAa, ypoxaii U cTpo-
uTenbHble MaTepuanbl. Mbl BOCCO34aNnM KOHLENLMIO 3TOTO
NPOXOAa, Fe BCe COEANUHAETCS, NPU 3TOM YeTKO 0603Hayas
rpaHuLbl».

«nobanbHas MHTEpHALWOHANU3ALMA NpUBeNa K cria-
XMBAHMIO KyNbTYPHOTO pa3Hoo6pa3sus, NporpeccupyioLei
CTaHAAPTU3aLMUM TOPOLCKMUX NAHAWA(TOB U yTpaTe apXu-
TEKTypHOro "6uopasHoo6pasus”, — gobasnsioT Ameseo,
AHgpea u Maona Cknatrapenna. — [naBHas 3afaya CerogHs
— UCXOANTb U3 LIEHHOCTU pa3Hoo6pa3sus, paboTas Hap oT-
JIMYUTENbHBIMY XapaKTEPUCTUKAMM U cnelnduyeckumm
YepTaMm KaXLoro Mecray.

WUccnepoBaHusa, MHHOBaLUM U pellieHUs, B 0CHOBE
KOTOPbIX NEXUT Nnpupoaa

Apxutektypa «byayuee uckyccrsa [upumny» 6e30TX0AHa 1,
COrNacHo TPaANLMAM NYCTbIHW, CO3AaHA ANA YAOBNETBOpPe-
HUA Kak MOXHO GONbLIEro Yucna NOTPEGHOCTE! C NOMOLLbIO
thopMbl U NPOCTPAHCTBEHHOTO pacnpeaeneHus, C MCNoNb30-
BaHWeM 0COOEHHOCTEI Y4acTKa, MaTepuanoB U 3HaHUM. «3T0
COBPEMEHHbII MPOEKT, KOTOPbIii pellaeT 3aaavy co3aa-

HUS HOBOTO Ye/I0BEYECKOTO N3MEPEHMUA HA MCTOPUYECKN



zones, following traditional Najd architecture typical of
the area — a “tailoring” work with specific objectives.

“This is a boundary structure,” notes Amedeo Schiat-
tarella, “On one side lies the old historic center with its
narrow streets and small buildings, and on the other the
agricultural zone with gardens, fields, and wells. Between
the two, city walls once served as both division and con-
nection. Through these gates, water, crops, and building
materials would enter the city. We've recreated this pas-
sageway concept, where everything connects while clearly
marking boundaries.”

“Global internationalization has led to a flattening
of cultural diversity, with progressive standardization of
urban landscapes and a loss of architectural ‘biodiversity’,”
add Amedeo, Andrea, and Paola Schiattarella. “The true
challenge today is to start from the value of diversities,
working on distinctive characteristics and the specific
traits of each place.”
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MHOroC/i0iHON TeppuTopun. Tpaguuma Hepxn — apxutek-
Typa B NYCTbIHE — OCHOBAHa Ha UCMONb30BaHUN CTPOUTESb-
HbIX MaTep1anoB HemoCpPefCTBEHHO C MeCTa CTPOUTENbCTBA:
KaMH$, He0OPabOTaHHO 3eMNU W TNUHAHO WTYKATYPKU.
B pe3ynbTate nonyyaeTcs npoyHas MatepuanbHas cBs3b .
MeXy NOYBOW N KOHCTPYKLMEN.

MpocTpaHCcTBa MeX Ay 00beMaMu 34aHNUA NepeknuKaTCs
C Y3KUMM YNI0YKaMU U HEBONbIIMMY NOLWAAAMN LPEBHUX
noceneHuii. Lenbto npoekTa 6b10 cO3faHMe KOMNAKTHBIX
3aTeHeHHbIX 30H, rie MOTOKM BETPa CHUXAIOT TeMnepaTypy
¥ 33LMLAIOT NelexoA0B OT COMHLA 1 xapebl. C 3Tol Lenbio
OblIM CO3AaHbl BEHTUALMOHHbIE KaHalbl, OPUEHTUPOBAH-
Hble Ha Bagu-XaHuda — 30Hy c 60/1ee BbICOKOi BAAXHO-
cTbto. CNpoeKTUPOBaHHBIN C y4eTOM HOBEMIINX NPUHLMNOB !
YCTOYMBOrO Pa3BMTUS, KOMMAEKC OblN MOCTPOEH C LieNblo - = —
ONTUMU3ALMMU CONTHEYHOTO BO3AEICTBUA U 06ecneyeHus '
3Hepro3addeKTMBHOCTM 33 CYET reoTepManbHOro OXnaxae- ' e
HUs, c6opa 1 NOBTOPHOFO UCNONb30BAHUS JOXKAEBOW BOAI. :
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Ilu3aiiH uHTEepbepoB

B uHTEpbepax, paspaboTaHHbix Maonoii Ckuatrapenna,
MCNONb30BaHbl MECTHbIE MAaTEpUasbl, TaKNe KaK rIMHAHaA
WITYKATypKa W kameHb 13 Ip-Pusapa — 3atBepaeBLmMil Necok,
KOTOPbIi XpaHWT B ce6e 3By4aHWe 3aNUTOI CONHLEM MYCTbI-
Hu. Kade oopmneHo B COBpeMEHHOM CTUEe MalLpabus,
HaMOMMHaOLEM KaMeHHbIe CTEHbI, BbIIEMNEHHbIE BETPOM.
«3T0 BTOpas KoXa, KoTopas NponyCKaeT CBET, CO3faeT
BHYTPEHHIOIO UTPY TEHEW 1 NO3BONAET BUAETb, OCTaBasACh
He3aMeyeHHbIM».

B nop3emMHoit YacTh 3aaHNSA, 3alLULEHHON OT CONHEYHO-
ro CBeTa U BbICOKOI TEMMepaTypsbl, HaxoAATcsA nabopatopuu
U CTYAMM LMdPOBOro UCKYCCTBA. 3AECh UCMOJb3YIOTCA
COBpPEMEHHbIe MaTepuasbl: CTab, CTEKNO W LieMeHT. OHK fo-
NOHAIOTCA fepPeBOM — MaTepUanoM, peAKo BCTpeyatlumcs
B UHTepbepax CaynoBckoit ApaBuu.

B ueHTpe 3T0ro Nof3eMHOr0 NPOCTPAHCTBA PACMONOKEHO
00NbLIOE OTKPLITOE MPOCTPAHCTBO, FAE XYAOKHUKM COOM-
paloTcsA BMeCTe U rie eCTeCTBEHHOe OCBellleHNe NPOHMKaeT
r7y60oKO BHYTPb Yepe3 MacCUBHBIN KKOOKOMY.
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Research, innovation, and natural-based solutions

The architecture of “Diriyah Art Futures” is waste-free, born,
as is desert tradition, to answer as many needs as possible
through form and spatial distribution, using site-specific
conditions, materials, and knowledge. “It’s a contemporary
project that meets the challenge of creating a new human
dimension in a historically layered land. Najd’s tradition,
desert architecture, is based on using construction materials
directly from the site: stone, raw earth, and mud plaster.
The result is a strong material continuity between soil and
structure.

The spaces between the building’s volumes echo the
narrow streets and small squares of ancient settlements.
The aim was to create compact, shaded areas where wind
flows, reducing temperature and shielding pedestrians from
sun and heat. To this end, ventilation channels oriented
toward the wadi — the more humid area — were created.
Designed with the latest sustainability principles in mind,
the complex was built to optimize solar exposure and ensure
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energy efficiency with geo-thermal cooling and rainwater
collection and reuse.

The interior design

The interiors, curated by Paola Schiattarella, incorporate
local materials such as mud plaster and Riyadh stone —
solidified sand that retains the resonance of the desert
under sunlight. The Cafe features a contemporary
musharabiya, reminiscent of stone walls sculpted by the
wind. “A second skin that lets in light, creating inner
shadow play, allowing one to see without being seen.”

The building’s underground core, protected from sunlight
and heat, houses labs and studios for digital art. Here, ma-
terials turn contemporary: steel, glass, and cement comple-
mented by wood - a rare material in Saudi interiors.

At the center of this underground area, a large open
space serves as an artists’ gathering spot, with natural light
channeled in through a massive “bell” that allows light to
penetrate deeply.

nokanbHble kynbTypsl / local cultures




