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La Défense, the main business cluster of the Paris metropolitan area, had been planned and developed under the impulse of the 1950 onwards.
Situated on the historic axis in the west of the city of Paris on the territory of the suburban French State from municipalities of Puteaux and
Courbevoie, the basic urban planning principles of this district are strongly influenced by the concepts of the international modern urbanism of
this period. The text describes the origin and the development of the site from the project in the 1950s to the construction in the 1960s until
the first economic difficulties in the 1970s. It further gives in inside in the recent developments and adjustments of the initial constructions.
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Introduction

Few urban developments in the Paris metropolitan area have
divided opinions as much as the business district of La
Défense. Some marvel at La Défense with its collection of high-
rise buildings gathered around a large pedestrian plaza, where
others see it as a poor sequence of mono-functional office
buildings. It is difficult to stay indifferent to this unique site,
whose development was driven by an upcoming demand for
large office spaces and high-rise buildings in France after the
Second World War combined with the wish to maintain the

historical skyline of central Paris. Since its creation in 1958, the
business district of La Défense has become one of the major
economic clusters in the metropolitan area and internationally
reknowned. It is served by one of the region's most intensively
used transport hubs and tens of thousands people frequent
this district daily, including office workers, residents and
visitors. The urban form of La Défense is based on overlaying
urban functions, a large elevated pedestrian plaza on the histo-
ric axis and a high density through high-rise buildings.

Firmly anchored in its strong relationship with central Paris,

YHUKanbHbIN genosoin panoH ledaHc /
La Défense, a unique business district

> Bua ¢ LeHTpanbHoOM nao-
Wwaau Ha 6awHio Areva
(BTOpOE Nokonexune, 1974
roa) v 6awHio Total
(TpeTbe nokonexune, 1985
roa) © K. Xoph 2011 /
View on the Areva Tower
(second generation, 1974)
and Total tower (third gen-
eration, 1985) from the
central plaza © C. Horn
2011

> Bupg Ha cnokHyto ropoa-
CKYI0 MHOPACTPYKTYpPY
6eTOHHOM NAUTBI C 3aHewn
CTOPOHbI KOMMEPYECKOTO
LeHTpa «YeTblpe ce3oHa»
© K. XopH 2011/ View on
the complex urban infra-
structure of the concrete
slab in the rear site of the
commercial centre Les
Quatre Temps © C. Horn
2011

NMpoekt flecharca, rnaBHOro Aen0BOro LeHTpa MapuKcKoi MeTpononun, Havanu paspabatbiBate ¢ 1950 roaa no nopyyeHuio paHLy3CcKoro
npaeutenbcTea. OCHOBHbIE rPafOCTPOMUTENbHBIE NPUHLMUNLI PAiOHA, PAaCMONOKEHHOTO BAOb UCTOPMYECKON OCcK Ha 3anage Mapuxa Ha Teppu-
Topuu KommyH MioTo u Kypbesya, HaX0AUAUCHL NOA BANSHUEM MEXAYHAPOAHBIX FPAAOCTPOUTENbLHBIX KOHLENUMIA MOAepHU3MA. B cTaTbe onu-
CbIBAaeTCA pa3BUTME PailoHa, HauNHaA ¢ npoekTa 1950-X IT. U 3aKaHYMBaA CTPOMTENLCTBOM 1960-X rr. BNAOTb A0 NEPBbIX IKOHOMUYECKUX
TpyAHocTein 1970-x rr. Kpome Toro, NpUBOAATCA CBEAEHUSA O COBPEMEHHON 3aCTPOMKE M afanTauMn NepBoHaYaNbHbIX 06bEKTOB K COBPEMEeH-

HbIM YC/I0BUAM.

Kniouessle cnosa: fledpanc, Mapuk, «TpMaLaTh CNABHBIX IET», AE/I0BON PaOH, UCTOPUYECKAA OCb, FPafOCTPOUTENLCTBO

BBepeHue

HemHorve kBapTanbl [TapuXCcKon METPONOAUM NMONYYUAN
TaKOW WUPOKMUI pe30HAHC, KaKon umeet paitoH JedaHc,
HayMHas C ero KOHLUeNuuu N 3aKaH4YnBas COBPEMEHHBIM
nonoxeHnem. Y ofHUX Bbl3bIBAlOT BOCTOPT €r0 BbICOTHbIE
0allHm, OKpyXalolue 6oNblLYI0 NeWwexXo[Hyi0 NnowWwanb, B
TO BPEMA KaK Apyrue cHMTAIOT 3TOT PaioH AnWb Heyp[ay-
HbIM CKONNeHMeM MOHO(MYHKLMOHANbHbBIX OPUCHBIX 3[a-
HUA. TpyAHO ocTaBaTbCs 6E3pasNUUHBIM K 3TOMY YHU-
KaJbHOMY paiioHy, Ybe CTPOUTENbCTBOOLINO BbI3BAHO pac-
Tylen He06XOLMMOCTbIO BO3BEAEHUS BbICOTHbIX 3AaHUI C
00NbWHUMMU ODUCHBIMM MPOCTPAHCTBAMU B MOCEBOEHHOM
OpaHuKK, a TaKXKe KeNaHNeM COXpaHUTb UCTOPUYECKNI
cunyaT ueHTtpa lMapuxa.HaynHas co csoero oduumanbHo-
ro otkpeiTua 81958 ropy, lehaHc cTaHOBUTCA OJHUM U3
rNaBHeilNX IKOHOMUYECKUX LLEHTPOB METPONONNY W

AeN0BbIM PailOHOM MEXAYHAPOAHOTo ypoBHsA. Ero obcny-
KMBAET KPYNHENW U TPAHCNOPTHbIA y3en permoxa, 6na-
rofapa KOTOpoMy AeCATKW ThiCAY YeN0BeK, BKOYas
O0UCHBIX CNYKALWMX, TOCTEN U MECTHBIX XUTenel, umetoT
BO3MOXHOCTb nocewartb 3T0T paiioH. B ocHoBe rpago-
CTPOUTENbHOI CTPYKTYPhLI fledaHca NexuT NpuHLMn Hano-
XEHWUA TOPOACKUX DYHKLMNIA,60blAA NpUNogHATAA Nelle-
XOfHasA niowanb, HAX0AALWAACA HA UCTOPUYECKON OCH, 1
BbICOKaA MAOTHOCTb 3aCTPOMKN MHOTO3TaXHbIMU 3AaHNA-
MU.

mes NpoyHylo CBA3b C LeHTpanbHbIM [Tapuxem u pac-
nonarascb Ha ero uctopuyeckoi ocu, fledbarc ponrue
rofbl CNYXWN COBPEMEHHbIM NMPOJOIKEHNEM U HEOTHEM-
JIeMbIM JONOJIHEHUEM UCTOPUYECKOTO LeHTpa.
M3HavanbHO BO BpeMs CTPOMTENbCTBA paitoOHA HefjoCTa-
TOYHO BHMMaAHUA YAENANOCh OKPYXatoleit TepputTopuu.



La Défense has long been a modern extension or counterpart
to the historical centre. Initially little attention was paid to its
surrounding territory. The decision of the French state for the
construction of La Défense on the territories of the suburban
municipalities of Puteaux and Courbevoie lead to important
demolitions. A quarter of the territory of Puteaux was demoli-
shed to construct the new business district. From that moment
on, the further development of this territory was conducted
and overshadowed by this economic cluster outside central
Paris.

The history and the reasons for the choice

The historical axis of Paris is the main structuring line of Paris's
Western urban fabric and stretches beyond its city limits.
Although this axis became distinct through its enlargement in
1667 by André Le NOtre on the demand of Louise XIV, early
Capetian kings already used the path long before to go hunting
in the forest of Saint-Germain-en-Laye. Its geographical and

Pewenune o ctpoutenscTee [ledaHca, NpuHATOE Npasu-
TEeNbCTBOM, NPUBENO K 3HAYUTENbHbIM Pa3pylleHUsM B
NpUTOpoAHbIX MyHUuKMnanutetax Moto n Kypbesya. B
MioTo nopf CHOC Mowna ofjHa YeTBepTas YacTb TEppPUTO-
puK, Ha MecTe KOTOPOM NNAaHUPOBANOCh BO3BECTU HOBbIN
Aenosoit keapTan. C Toro MoMeHTa AanbHeillee pa3Butue
3TOi TEPPUTOPUMN BbINO OTOABUHYTO Ha 3afHMIA NNaH,
HaxoAACb B 3aBUCUMOCTM OT 3TOrO KPYMHellero 3KoHo-
MUYeCKOro ueHTpa Mapuxckon metpononuu.

WUcTopus u npuuuHbl Boibopa

WcTopuyeckas ock Mapuxka — rnaBHas obpasyowas
JIMHUA 3anafHOM YacTu ropofa, BbIXOAALWAA 3a ero npefe-
nbl. HecmoTpAa Ha To, 4TO CBOM 0YepTaHMA OCb Noay4Yuna B
1667 rogy 6naronaps AHape JlIeHoTp, KOTOPbIFA yAAUHUA
ee no npukasy Jliogosuka XIV, 3agonro go atoro npeacra-
BUTENU KOPONeBCKOW guHacTum KaneTuHros ncnonb3oBa-
AW 3TOT NyTb, 0xoTACb B necax CeH-XepmeH-aH-Jle. B reo-
rpacdMyeckom U MCTOPUYECKOM CMbIC/Ie CBOE Hayano oCb
Gepet oT NaBuAbOHA ABOpUA ToUbPH, KOTOPbLIA Bbi
COXeH BO BpemeHa [Mapuxckoi KommyHbl B 1871 ropy.
YuyacToK, pacnonoxeHHbli3a npepenamu Mapuxa, 1am, rae
ncTopuyeckas ocb Bnepsbie nepecekaet peky CeHy, umen
0YeHb Mano NpefnochiIoK ANs TOro, YTobbl B OyayLLeM

historical origin in central Paris was the Pavilion of the Palais
des Tuileries, which had been burned down during the Paris
Commune in 1871. Few predicted that the territory - after the
first crossing of the historical axis over the river Seine outside
of the city of Paris - would become the future business district.
In the 1950s the area featured mostly detached houses and
small factories among small farms, natural areas and several
shanty towns in which some 7,000 people lived.

Due to strong economic growth between 1947 and 1973 in
France, a period called “The Glorious Thirty", and a fast deve-
loping service sector, companies had growing demands for
large office spaces that were not available or practical in the
historic urban fabric of Paris. Stopped by the Second World
War, France wanted to rapidly modernize its cities and to catch
up with the new American lifestyle leading towards a consumer
society. Modern industrial construction methods developed in
reaction to the war damage and a growing population, leading
to a period of mass construction of large housing estates on

CTaTb AeN0oBbIM paloHoM. B 1950-x rr. Ha 3TO TeppuTo-
PUW HaxoOAMNUCH OTAENbHO CTOAWME OMA, HebOoNblKe
thabpuku, pepmbl N HECKONBKO TPYLLOOHEIX NOCENKOB, B
KOTOPbIX NpoxuBano okono 7000 yenosex.

Bnarogapa cunbHOMy 3KOHOMWUYECKOMY POCTY BO
®paHuuun B nepuog ¢ 1947 no 1973 rog, KoTopslit nony-
4MN Ha3BaHWe «TPUALATL CNaBHbIX NET», @ Takke GbICTPO-
My pa3BuUTUIO cepbl 06CNYKMBAHUSA, paclumpsiowuecs
KOMMaHMM CTanM UCMbITbIBAaTb HEOGXOAUMOCTb B HOBBIX
BbICOTHbIX 3AaHMAX C 60NbWNUMKU ODUCHBIMU NPOCTPAH-
ctBamu. OgHaKo B nctopuyeckon yactu Mapuxa ux
CTPOUTENbCTBO GbINO HEBO3MOXHO. BTopas mupoBsas
BOMHA NPMOCTAHOBWIA IKOHOMUYECKOE pPa3BuTHe
®paHuuun. CTpaHa Hyxpanack B cKopeiwem 06HOBNEHNU
rOpof0B, OHA CTPEMMUNACh K HOBOMY CTUJIIO XU3HW — TaKO-
My, KOTOpbIi 6bi1 B AMepuKaHckoM oblecTse notpebe-
HuA. CTpeMUTeNbHbBIA POCT HaCeNeHUa W paspylueHus,
BbI3BaHHbIE BOWHOW, NPUBENU K PAa3BUTUIO COBPEMEHHbIX
CTPOUTENbHBIX TEXHONOrWIA. Hayanca nepuops MaccoBoro
CTPOUTENbCTBA XKUNbIX KBAPTANOB Ha CENbCKOXO3ANCTBEH-
HblX 3emnax. Heo6xo[MMOCTb NNaHNPOBAHMA B MacluTabax
MeTpononuu nossuaach 6aaroaaps GbICTPbIM TeMnam
CTPOUTENLCTBA, YCKOPEHHOMY POCTY FOPOf0B UMHOMO-
KpaTHOMY YBENWYEHMIO YMCNa aBTOTPaHCNOpTa: TONbKO B

< Buga Ha Mapusk ¢ balHn
Opus © K. XopH 2010 /
View from the Opus Tower
towards Paris © C. Horn
2010

< MopgzemHas cTaHums
RER «[edpaHc» © K.XopH
2010 / The underground
RER station of La Défense
© C.Horn 2010

1. Chabard, Pierre.
Lefebvre, Virginie (2013)
La Défense : Un diction-
naire
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Vv BuAa 13 ueHTpa MyHULM-
nanwuteta lioTo B ceBep-
HOM HanpasneHun Ha
Ledanc © K. XopH 2011 /
View from the centre of
the municipality of Puteaux
towards La Défense in the
north © C. Horn 2011

agriculture land. A need for a planning on the metropolitan
scale emerged due to the rapid construction, the accelerating
growth of the cities and the strong development of the car that
dramatically changed the mobility of citizens: between 1954
and 1968, the number of cars increased by 150%.

Around 1950, the French state decided to create an interna-
tional business district. A state-controlled firm, called EPAD
(today named EPADESA), was created in September 1958 to
buy the land, build the infrastructure, resell the developed
plots and animate and manage the new business district on the
municipalities of Courbevoie and Puteaux (today enlarged over
parts of Nanterre). This planning operation aimed to gather in
one place outside of Paris the new type of high-rise buildings.
The idea was to preserve Paris's historical skyline featuring
low-rise buildings and iconic structures such as the Eiffel tower
and Sacré-Ceeur on the Montmartre hill.

Thoughts about modernising the cities for the needs of
modern life and constructing new satellite towns had already

emerged before the Second World War. Between 1922 and
1925, the French architect Le Corbusier worked on a plan for
the redevelopment of the historic centre, called the Plan
Voisin. In this plan broad main roads create a rectangular
network offering plots in the city centre for 60-storey high-rise
buildings, welcoming 20,000 to 40,000 employees, and resi-
dential areas with low-rise buildings organized around green
areas. Foreseeing the demand for new typologies of buildings,
Le Corbusier wanted to show the possibility of transforming
the old centre of Paris into a modern city while preserving the
main historic buildings but not the old urban fabric. He tho-
ught that the centre should constantly regenerate itself and
was opposed to the development of satellite cities and the
idea of a business centre outside of Paris. Le Corbusier could
not convince with his concept, even if from 1969 to 1973 the
Montparnasse Tower, a 210m high-rise office building, had
been constructed close to the historic site of the Hotel
National des Invalides.

nepuog ¢ 1954 no 1968 rr. yncno asTomobuneit BO3pocno
Ha 150%.

MpumepHo B 1950 roay dpaHLy3CcKoe NpaBUTENLCTBO
MPUHANO pelleHne co34aTb MEXAYHAPOAHbI AeN0BO
paiioH. B ceHTabpe 1958 rofa 6bI10 yYpexaeHo rocy-
papcteeHHoe npeanpuatue EPAD (HbiHe nepeMmeHoBaH-
Hoe B EPADESA). B ero 3agauu Bxofuna nokynka 3emnu,
CTPOMTENLCTBO MH(PACTPYKTYPHI, NEpenpojaxa y4acTkoB
noj CTPOUTENbCTBO, @ TaKXke ynpaBfieHWe HOBbIM eJI0BbIM
pailoHOM, KOTOPBI pacnonarancs B MyHuLuunanuteTax
Kyp6esya v MioTo (CeroaHa paclwupeH 3a cyeT Tepputo-
puu Hantepa). Lenbto 6110 NOCTPOUTL B OHOM MeCTe 3a
npegenamu Mapuxka HOBbIA TUN BLICOTHBIX 3[aHUI, COXpa-
HAA NPU 3TOM UCTOPUYECKUI cunyaT lapuxa, KoTopblit
COCTaB/AOT Mano3TaXHble OMa U 3HAKOBbIE COOPYXKe-
HUS, TaKne Kak Jindenesa bawHs u 6asunuka Cakpe-Kep
Ha MonmapTpe.

Bonpoc o moaepHM3aLMM ropoAoB B COOTBETCTBUM C
COBPEMEHHbIMU TPeBOBAHUAMM MU O CO3AAHUN HOBBIX
ropof0B-CaTENNUTOB YKe BO3HUKAN Ao BTopoi muposoi
BoWHbl. C 1922 no 1925 rr. dpaHuy3ckuit apxutektop Jle
Kop6to3be paboTan Haf NNaHOM PEKOHCTPYKLUM UCTOPU-
YeCKOoro LieHTpa, KoTopblit HasbiBanca «PlanVoisiny.
CornacHo 3ToMy nnaHy WKWPOKME MArucTpanu Co3aakT
NpAMOYroNibHYI0 CeTb, FAe onpefeneHHble Y4acTKuU ropog-
CKOTO LEHTpa OTBEAEHbI NOJ CTPOUTENLCTBO 60-3TaXHbIX
HebOoCKpebOB, B KOTOPbIX MOTNN Obl Pa3MeCcTUTLCA OT
20000 go 40000 cnyxawmx, a TaKKe Mano3TaXHbIX
XWUNbIX JOMOB, PACNONOXEHHBIX BOKPYT 3e/1€HbIX NPO-
cTpaHcTB. MpenBuas rpsayllyo HeobxoAUMOCTb B HOBOA
Tunonoruu 3panuii, Jle Kop6iosbe xoTen nokasaTb BO3-
MOXHOCTb TpaHcthopMaLum ctaporo ueHTpa lMapuxa B
COBpEMEHHbI FOPOJ, NPU 3TOM COXPaHAsA rMaBHble UCTO-
pUyecKue NamATHUKK, @ He CTapyo NNAHUPOBOYHYIO
CTpyKTYpy ropoaa. OH 6bin y6exaeH B HEOOXOAUMOCTH
NOCTOAHHOrO OOHOBNEHUS LLeHTPa U Obl1 NPOTUBHUKOM
KaK CTPOUTENbCTBA FOPOJOB-CATEAIMTOB, TaK U KOHLLEN-
LMK fenoBoro LeHTpa 3a npegenamu Mapuxa. Jle
Kopbto3be He CMOT CKNOHUTb COBPEMEHHUKOB Ha CTOPOHY
cBoero npoekrta. OgHako ¢ 1969 no 1973 rr. pagom ¢
ncropuyeckum obvekTom — lomom MiHBanuaos — cTpouT-
ca bawHa MoHnapHac, 210-meTpoBOe ouCHOe 3AaHMe.



The construction of La Défense in the 1960's and 1970’s
The first construction in the new business district had been the
CNIT (Centre of New Industries and Technologies), built betwe-
en 1956 and 1958 even before the creation of the EPAD. Its
architects were Robert Edouard Camelot, Jean de Mailly,
Bernard Zehrfuss accompanied by the engineers Jean Prouvé
and Nicolas Esquillan. The building’s roof is a reinforced conc-
rete self-supporting vault of 22500 m?, only 6cm thick with a
128m span, which made it a world record. Followed by the first
building dedicated only for office spaces in France, the Esso
tower delivered in 1963 and offering space for 1500 employees
of the oil and gas corporation. The Architects Greber, Lathrop
and Douglas designed with this building the first metal curtain
wall on a large fagade in France. It had been demolished in
1993 and replaced by the project Coeur Défense."

In 1964, the French State approved a master plan drawn up
in 1960 by EPAD and based on a modernist approach, with the
separation of the traffic flows through a large elevated plat-

Crpoutenbcteo [ledavca B 1960-x u 1970-x ropax
MepBoi NOCTPOKOI B HOBOM [eNIOBOM palioHe cyuTaeTca
3paHue CNIT (LleHTpa HOBOrO MpOMbIWAEHHOTO NpoO-
M3BOACTBA U TEXHONOTWI1), CTPOUTENLCTBO KOTOPOro 6biio
HayaTo B 1956 n 3akoHYunock B 1958 rogy (ewe fo ocHO-
BaHua EPAD). ABTopamu npoekTa 6bian apxTeKTOpbI
Po6ept Inyapa Kamenor, XaH ae Maitu, bepHapa 3epdioc
COBMeCTHO ¢ uHxeHepamu XaHom lNpyse n Hukons
JckBunnaH. Kpblwa 3aaHus 6bina BeiNoNHeHa B BUAe
CaMOHecyLLero xene3o6eToHHOTo CBOAA NOLWAAbI0

22 500 M* 1 TONWMHOM BCErO 6 CM; paccToaHNe MeXay
onopamu, pasHoe 128 M, CTano MUPOBLIM PEKOPAOM.
3atem B 1963 ropy 6bina nocTpoeHabawHs Esso — nepsoe
3aHue Bo ®PpaHLUnm, npeAHa3HAYeHHOE UCKNIOYUTENbHO
ana onCHLIX NpOCTpaHCTB. B Heit pasmectunoce 1500
cnyxaumx HedTterasoBoii kopnopauuu. bnarogaps apxu-
TekTopam 'pebep, Jlatpon u lyrnac snepseie B0 PpaHuum
Oblna NpUMeHeHa CTEHOBAs HaBeCHas NaHeNb C MeTanIu-
yeckum KapkacoMm. bawHs Gbina cHeceHa B 1993 rogy, u
Ha ee MecTe nosasunoch 3aaHue «Ceppue fledancar.!

B 1964 roay npasutensctso ®paHumu ogobpuno reHe-
panbHbli NnaH, pazpabotanHsiii EPAD B 1960 rogy. OH
6blN OCHOBAH Ha MOAEPHUCTCKOM NMOAXOAe W npeanonaran
pa3feneHne TPAaHCMNOPTHbIX MOTOKOB 3@ CYET NPUMOLHA-
TOiM Hap 3emneit 6onbwoi nnathopmbl, No 06enm cTopo-
HaM KOTOPOM [O/IKHbI OblIM HAXOAUTHCA BbICOTHbIE 34a-
HuA. Mnatdopmy 3aHWMaET LEeHTpanbHas newexoaHas
niowanb n HeGonblne 6OKOBbIE NPOCTPAHCTBA, @ Ha NOA-
3eMHbIX YPOBHAX pa3MelleHbl pa3iuyHble BUAbI YCAYT,
J0pOru, NapKoBKW M TexHMYeckas WHhpacTpyKTypa.
CornacHo 3Tomy nnaHy nepeoe NoKojeHue GaleH UMeNo
Te Xe pa3mepsl, 4To 1 GalwHA Esso: ocHoBaHWe 42 M Ha 24
M, BblcoTa 2o 100 M v nnowapb oQUCHbIX NpoCTpaHCTB 30
000 kB.M. YacTo Takue 34aHMe ObIAYM CTPYNNUPOBAHBI MO
nBOeB Buae baweH-6113HeL0B.

B ocHoBe nepBOro reHepanbHOro nnaHa, KOTopkli pas-
pa6otanu Kamenor, ae Maitu u 3epdioc ans npeacrasne-
HUA Ha YHuUBepcanbHoil BbicTaBke B 1958 roay, He 6bio
NPUNOAHATON NAOWAAN UAW NAUTLI. VX KOHUEenunsa noa-
pasymeBana 3aCTpOiKy BOKPYr UCTOPUYECKON OCK
Mapuxa, HaxoAAWYIOCA Ha YPOBHE 3eMnu. [NaBHbIA NPUH-

form with an alignment of equal high-rise buildings on both
sides. The platform is composed of a central pedestrian plaza
and smaller side spaces, while the underground levels contain
the services, roads, parking spaces and technical infrastructure.
The first generation of towers following this plan was of same
size, like the Esso tower: a 42m by 24m base, rising up to 100m
height with 30,000m? office area per tower and often grouped
in twin towers.

The first master plan drawn up in 1956 by Camelot, De
Mailly and Zehrfuss for the candidature of Paris for the
Universal Exhibition of 1958 was not based on the elevated
plaza or slab concept. It featured a ground-level development
structured around the historical axis of Paris. The basic princip-
le of separating traffic flows was adopted later with the con-
cept of an artificial plaza or slab reserved for pedestrians. This
concept required very complex engineering processes with
considerable investments, but it suited the different require-
ments of the site: situated on a historical and communication

v Bug c MNepsoii 6awHu
(2011) Ha ceBepHOI KONb-
uesol gopore flepaHca ©
K. XopH 2011 / View from
the First Tower (2011) on
the northern ring road of
La Défense © C. Horn
2011
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2. Paris dans 20 ans (1st
July 1967) Paris Match

3. Playtime (1967)

v CerofHaWHWe paclum-
peHHble rpaHuLbl EPADESA
(6biBWero EPAD) B
MapuKcKoi meTpononnm
© K. XopH 2011 / Today’s
enlarged perimeter of
EPADESA (former EPAD) in
the Paris metropolitan area
© C. Horn 2011

> CerogHALWHMe pacLim-
peHHble rpaHuLbl EPADESA
(6biBWwero EPAD) B 3anaa-
HOM YacTu MapuKcKom
meTpononun © K. XopH
2011 / Today’s enlarged
perimeter of EPADESA (for-
mer EPAD) in the western
part of the Paris
metropolitan area © C.
Horn 2011

v Kapta 1782 roga c torom
HaBepxy M306parkaeT UcTo-
pUYecKyto ocb, KoTopas
naert ot asopua Tiounbpw,
nepecekaet CeHy 1 [OX0-
VT [0 KO/bLEBOW N/oLa-
av — byayuiein Tepputopumn
[edanca/ South-Up map
from 1782 showing the his-
toric axis from the Palais
desTuileries, the crossing
of the river Seine up to the
roundabout of the future
La Défense

axis, being a place of dense activities and ensuring the comfort
of the people who worked and lived there.

In the 1960’s the construction of La Défense also led to
general debate in France. The French weekly magazine Paris
Match illustrated, in its edition of July 1967, through different
architectural drawings, an image of Paris in 20 years following
the example of the new modern urbanism of La Défense.” In
the same year the movie Playtime by the French filmmaker
Jacques Tati was released in which he himself plays a character
called Monsieur Hulot. In the movie Monsieur Hulot is trying to
find his way through a modern and somehow dehumanized
futuristic Paris, in reference to the modern architecture of La
Défense.’

At the beginning of the 1970’s, the second generation
towers appeared to meet the demand for even larger office
spaces. The plan of 1964 was modified to accommodate a total
area of 1.5m m2 The towers offer more space, sometimes up
to 100,000m? such as the Fiat tower (today renamed Areva

LN paszfeneHns TPaHCNOPTHbLIX MOTOKOB U CO3JaHuA
WCKYCCTBEHHO NIOWAAN ANA NelWwexof0B Obla NPUHAT
nosgHee. Takas KoHuenuus TpeboBana CNOXKHbLIX MHKE-
HEpHbIX PelleHNit N CYILeCTBEHHbIX BNOXEHMWII, HO OHa
COOTBETCTBOBANA MHOTUM TPe6OBAHUAM, @ UMEHHO: HOBbIN
pafoH AoMKeH pacnonaratbCs Ha UCTOPUYECKOW M KOMMY-
HUKaLMOHHO 0cu, 06CNYKMBATL Pa3NUYHbIE BUAbI Aes-
TenbHOCTU U 0b6ecneynBaTb KomdopT paboTalowmum 1 npo-
KUBAIOWMM 3[eCb NIOAAM.

tower), peaking at 184m with 44 floors. Nonetheless the 1973
economic crisis marked the end of the Glorious Thirty and the
strong economic growth of France, and stalled La Défense’s
development.

After the 1970’s struggles, La Défense’s was invigorated by
the construction of one the biggest mall in Europe, Les Quatre
Temps. The third generation towers emerged, less regulated in
their forms than those previously built. The 80’s were the
beginning of La Défense’s quest to the West. The Téte Défense
competition in 1982 posed a fundamental question about the
historical axis: to close the perspective at La Défense or to let
it go further? The Danish architect Johan Otto von Spreckelsen
chose the second option with his winning idea of a white
Grande Arche opened in its centre as a symbol of openness to
the world.

Recent developments
The concept of an elevated horizontal slab, which is situated

B 1960-x cTpouTenbcTBo [ledaHca Bbi3biBaN0O HeMano
ne6atos 1 B camoit PpaHumn. ExxeHenenbHbiit hpaHLys-
CKkni xypHan «Mapn MaTu» B cBOEM BbINYCKE 3a MI0Nb
1967 ropa u3o6pasun Mapux TakuM, Kakum 6bl OH CTan
yepes 20 neT, ecnu Gbl CNefoBan NPUMEPY COBPEMEHHOIA
ypbaHusauum Jedarca.? B 70T e camblil rof Bbilen
tbunbm «Bpems pa3BneyeHuit» hpaHLy3CKOro pexuccepa
Jaka Tatu, rae oH cam urpaet poab rocnoguHa Hno. 3ot
rOCMOAMH NbITaeTCs NPobpaTbCs CKBO3b MOAEPHUCTCKMUE W
B HEKOTOPOM pofie 06e3/MYeHHble MOCTPOIKN QyTypUCTU-
yeckoro lapuxa, B KOTOPbIX BULEH ABHbIA HAMEK HA
COBpeMeHHyI0 apxuTekTypy fledaHca.’

B Hauyane 1970-x nosgnsioTca 6alwHW BTOPOro nokose-
HUA, 4TOObl YAOBNETBOPUTL NOTPEGHOCTL B OUCHBIX NpPO-
CTpaHcTBax elue Gonblwero pasmepa. CornacHo ycosep-
WeHCTBOBAHHOMY nnaHy 1964 roga obuwas nnowags
coctasuna 1,5 munnnoHos M2 HoBble HeGockpebbl cTanu
ele 6onbwe, gocturas naowaan 8 100 000 m?. Hanpumep,
6awHs Fiat (ceroaHa nepeumeHoBaHHas B balwHio Areva),
[OCTUraeT BbICOTbl B 184 MeTpa M HacYuTbiBaeT 44 3Taxa.
TeM He MeHee, 3KOHOMUYeCKUIt Kpu3nuc 1973 roaa o3Ha-
MEHOBa/N OKOHYaHWe KTPUALATHU CAABHbBIX NET» U CUIBHOTO
IKOHOMMUYECKOro pocta PpaHumu u NpuoCTaHOBMA Pa3Bu-
Tne [ledaHca.

Mocne TpygHocTeit 70-x flehaHc BHOBbL 0BpeTaeT cubl



above the road traffic on ground level, has been used in diffe-
rent urban developments in the Paris metropolitan area.
Examples are the new town of Cergy-Pontoise or the centre of
the municipality of Bobigny, both build or transformed from
1960’s onwards. But also in the city of Paris the concept had
been applied in the construction of large housing estates, like
Front de Seine in 15th arrondissement or Les Olympiades in
the 13th arrondissement. During the following years the con-
cept did not prove its worth in most cases. The spaces under
the slab partly became places of insecurity, the access from the
natural ground to the slab was problematic and the pedestrian
areas often turned into unpleasant open spaces. In the last
years most of these urban developments have undergone
major transformations, trying to reduce the presence of the
slab, to reconnect the natural and the artificial ground and to
merge the different traffic flows.

Due to the ongoing debate about the 'Grand Paris' and the
restructuring of the Paris metropolitan area, the site of La

Défense has influenced more complex relationships. The for-
merly exclusive dialogue with the central city Paris has turned
into a conversation with the multiple local public authorities.
The initial urban design is still identifiable and the trademark
of the business district. But even if the separation of traffic
flows is still functional in the central part, the elevated roads
once surrounding La Défense have been brought back to the
natural ground and reconnected with the general street grid.
Public spaces have been transformed in multi-functional spaces
offering diverse uses to pedestrians. Mixture of functions and

urban intensity has become a keyword and La Défense tries to v Bua Ha xunoit gom
create services for the everyday needs of its users. And in a Vision 80 (nocTpoeHHbiit &
few years the first multi-functional towers of the Russian inve- 1973 roay) ¢ ueHTpanbHoM

nnaowaam © 4. Buanaw;
M. Xeng 2011 / View on

the housing unit Vision 80
La Défense with its particular urban forms is one of the (built 1973) from the cent-

major landmarks of the Paris metropolitan area, easily identifi- ral plaza © D. Vialan; M.
able. Whereas the concept of the elevated slab applied to Held 2011

stor Hermitage might emerge.
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> Bupg, co cTopoHbl KBapTa-
NoB nayyr HaHTepa Ha 3aa-
Hue CNIT Bckope nocne ero
cTpouTenbcTea B 1958 roay
/ View from the shanty
towns of Nanterre on the
CNIT shortly after its
construction in 1958

v Bupg Ha 3gaHue CNIT n
ero 6aukalilee okpyKe-
HWe BCKOpe nocne CTpou-
TenbcTea B 1958 roay /
View on the CNIT and its
immediate surroundings
shortly after its construc-
tion in 1958

housing estates did not stand the test of time, in the case of
the dense business district of La Défense it seems to be more
appropriate in its central role. Major mistakes had been made
in the period from the 1950’s to 1970’s mainly by ignoring the
surrounding territory and constructing La Défense in a purely
top down decision. But it has to be valued as an urban and arc-
hitectural experiment with unique constructions and creating a
unique urban development. In the 1980s and 1990s the deve-
lopment of the site concentrated on the construction of new
high-rise building and neglected the urban scale and public
spaces. In recent years the reinforced positions of the local
communities have led to a more balanced dialogue with the
French State. There is a chance to correct the errors of the
past, and to adapt the urban environment to the contemporary
needs while keeping the uniqueness of this urban experiment
of the 1960’s.

6narofaps CTPOUTENbCTBY OfHOMO U3 KPYMHEMIWNX TOPro-
BbIX LleHTpoB EBponbl nof Ha3BaHueM «YeTbipe ce3oHa»
(LesQuatreTemps). MosBnaetca TpeTbe nokoneHue
OalueH, MeHee ynopafoyeHHoe no GopMe, YeM Npefbiay-
wue. 1980-e ctanu pnsa fedaHca Hayanom cTpemieHus K

La Défense in numbers (status 2010)

Major stages of development

1958: Inauguration of the CNIT; creation of the EPAD

1972: Increase of the office space programme, rising from
800,000 m?to 1.55 million m?

1981: Inauguration of the commercial center « Les Quatre
Temps »

1989: Inauguration of the Grande Arche

1990: Start of the development of historical axis to the west of
the Grande Arche

1992: Extension of the metro line n°1 to the Grande Arche
2001: Construction of the Coeur Défense building with 190,000
m? of office space

Scheduled 2017: Bringing into service of the Eole

Scheduled 2025: Bringing into service of the Grand Paris
Express

3anapy. Ha koHkypce Téte Défense, 06bsiBneHHOM B 1982
rogy, 6bi1 NOCTaBNeH OCHOBHOM BONPOC NO NOBOAY WUCTO-

puyeckoi ocu: 3aKkpbiTb nepcnekTusy [edaHca unu gatb

eil BO3MOXHOCTb pa3BuBaThca fanbwe? [laTcKkuit apxuTek-
Top Moxan 0TTo doH CnpekenbceH BbiGpan BTOpoil Bapu-

aHT. B KOHKypce noGeanna ero KoHUenuus CTpOUTENbCTBA
6onbwoii 6enoit apkn GrandeArche c oTBepCcTUEM B LIEHT-

pe, CUMBONU3UPYIOWMUM OTKPLITOCTD MUPY.

HoBeiwas 3acTpoiika

KoHuenuns ropu3oHTanbHOW NAUTLI, KOTOPas BO3BbIlIAET-
CA Haj, TPAHCMOPTHbIM MOTOKOM, MPOXOAALMUM Ha YPOBHE
3eM/I, UCNOMIb30BaNach B Pa3IMYHbIX FPALOCTPOUTENbHbBIX
npoekTtax Mapuxckon metpononuu. Npumepom moxer
CNyXnTb HOBbIN ropog Cepxu-lMoHTya3 unu LeHTp ropoaa
Bo6uHHM, CTPOUTENLCTBO KOTOPBIX Ha4Yanoch ¢ 1960-x rr.
Ho u B camom ropope Mapuxe 3Ta KoHUENUMa Hawna
CBOe nNpnuMeHeHuUe B CTpOUTeNibCTBE 60ﬂbLIJI/IX XUNbIX Mac-
cuBOB, Takux Kak Front de Seine B 15-0om okpyre unu Les
Olympiades B 13-om okpyre. B nocnepytouwme rogsi B
GONbWMHCTBE ClyYaeB 3Ta KOHUeNUuUs cebs He onpasaa-
na. lpocTpaHcTBa NoJ NANTOI CTAHOBUAUCH B Ompefe-
JIeHHOII cTeneHn Hebe3onacHbiMK, o6GecneyeHune goctyna
K NAUTE C YPOBHSA 3eMnun 6bil Npo6aeMaTUyHbIM, a netwe-
XO[Hbl€ YYaCTKM 3a4acTyio NpeBpallanuch B Henpurasg-
Hble OTKPbITbIE MPOCTPAHCTBA. B nocneaHue roasl 6ob-
WWHCTBO TaKWUX rOPOACKUX hOPM OblIN U3MEHeHbI, 4TOOI
CrnagnTb o4epTaHuAa NJnUTbl U BOCCTAHOBUTb CBA3b eCTe-
CTBEHHOTO YPOBHSA C UCKYCCTBEHHbIM, A TaKXKe 06bean-
HUTb TPAHCMOPTHbIE MOTOKMU.

B cBAi3u c Henpekpawawwmumucs gebatamMu no nosopy
«bonbworo Mapuxa» u pectpyktypusauueit Mapuxckon
meTpononuu, Tepputopua [legaHca ctana LEHTPOM CNOXK-
HbIX OTHOLWEHWUW. Y3KUit guanor, He BbIXOAALMI 338 paMKu
NapuIKCKOro LEHTPa, nepelen B 06CyXKAeHUe C yYacTuem
MHOTOYUCIEHHBIX MPefCTaBUTENIell MECTHbIX OPraHoOB
roCyLapCcTBEHHOro ynpasneHus. MlepBoHayanbHas ropoa-
CKas NNaHMpPOBKa OCTAETCA Yy3HaBaeMoW 1 ABNAETCSA
BM3UTHOI KapTOYKOW AenoBoro paioHa. Ho ecnu pasge-
NleHne TPaHCMOPTHBIX MOTOKOB BCe elle MYHKLMOHKUPYeT B



The business district

Largest European business district on 160 hectares (on the
municipalities of Courbevoie and Puteaux)

3 million m? of office space with 3,500 companies; 1,500 head-
quarters; 15 companies of the CAC40

170,000 employees, 80 % commute by public transport
450,000 people/day transit by the transport hub of La Défense
230,000 m? of retail space

600,000 m? of housing space with 20,000 residents
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Dledanc B yndpax (AaHuble 3a 2010 rop)
OCHOBHblE CTAfMU Pa3BUTUSA:

1958 rog — TopxectBeHHoe oTkpbiTue CNIT; co3nanue
EPAD;

1972 rop — nporpamma yBennyeHns oMCHbIX Npo-
cTpaHcTe ot 800 000 m* fo 1,55 MunnnoHoB Mm?;

1981 roa — TOpKeCcTBEHHOE OTKPLITUE KOMMEPYECKOTO
ueHTpa «Yetbipe ce3oHay;

1989 rop — TopxecTBeHHOe OTKpbIiTUe bonbwoi Apku;

1990 rop — Havyano pa3BUTUA UCTOPUYECKOW OCU B 3anaj-
HOM HanpasieHuu oT bonbwon Apku;

1992 rop — yanuHeHune nuHum metpo Ne1 fo bonbwoit
Apku;

2001 rog — ctpoutenscTeo 3paHusa «Ceppue fedancar ¢
0MCHbBIM NPOCTPAHCTBOM nuowagbio 190000 m?;

MnaH Ha 2017 rop — BBECTU B IKCMyaTaALMIO TUHUIO
Jone;

MnaH Ha 2025 rog — BBECTU B 3KCNyaTaumuio Ikcnpecc
Bonbworo Mapuxa.

[lenoBoi painoH

Camblit KpynHbid B EBpone fenoBoi paitoH nnowagbsto 160
rektapoB (Ha Tepputopun myHuuunanutetos Kypbesya u
MioT0);

3 MunInMoHa M? 0oMCHOro NPOCTPAHCTBA, FAe pacnonoxe-
Hbl 3 500 komnaHwuit, 1 500 ronoBHbIX oducos, 15 komna-
HUM, BKNoYeHHbIX B nHaekc CAC40;

170 000 cnyxaumx, 80 % KOTOpbiX MoAb3ylTCA 0bLe-
CTBEHHbIM TPAHCMOPTOM;

450 000 yenoBeK B fieHb UCNONB3YIOT A8 NepefBuXeHUs
TpaHCnopTHbIit y3en [ledaHca;

230 000 m* TOpProBoro NpoCTpaHCTBa;

600 000 mM? Mnoro NpoCcTpaHCTBa, rae npoxusatT 20000
Xutenen.

v TeHepasbHbIi NnaH
[edaHca 1964 roga ©
DEFACTO / Master plan of
La Défense from 1964

wectnpecaTHuku / sixtiers



