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The icebreaker “Angara” is one of the most ancient ships of that kind that still exist in Russia. It was built in Newcastle (England) in 1899
and is now located on the shore of the Irkutsk water reservoir. It is a monument of regional significance. The ship’s technical data make it
unique to our country. This monument comprises the age-old traditions of conquering the severe nature, Russian inventors’ innovations,
English ship builders’ skillfulness, dramatic events of the Patriotic war, everyday life of Baikal sailors and public struggle for preservation of
the best traditions of the past. It is necessary to provide the icebreaker with proper conditions, giving it a status of federal significance.

Keywords: icebreaker “Angara”; Irkutsk water reservoir; monument; museum of history of navigation; military fleet

Russia is a country surrounded by seas, the majority of
which freeze up. It forced Russia to work out means of tra-
velling though ice. As early as in the XI century the Pomors
adapted a small boat (karbass) for spring hunting of sea
animals all over the White Sea. They even sailed the Arctic
Ocean and reached the shores of Novaya Zemlya. Having no
deck, that boat had a pointed nose and aft, was 8.5 meter
long, 1.5 meter wide and had a draft of 0.5 meter. With a
food stock available for 2-3 months, the Pomors hunted sea
animals rather successfully. In the XV century the Pomors
had a bigger vessel - a sea boat also used for early sailing

through ice in the northern seas. Its ovoid lines facilitated
travelling through ice.

As soon as the first paddle steamers appeared, since 1815
Russian sailors tried to use them to struggle with ice. By
the middle of the XIX century they already knew how to
build bigger wooden vessels. Such vessels were stronger and
their skin made of solid wood was heavier. An additional
skin near the waterline was later called an ice belt
(Stefanovich, 1958).

Manufacturer and merchant Britnev, who owned a ship-
building yard in Kronstadt, contributed a lot to the design

«AHrapa» / The Icebreaker “Angara”

Nlepokon «AHrapa» — ApeBHeilliee CyAHO NEAOKONBLHOIO TMNA, COXpaHuUBLUEecs B Poccuu, KoTopoe 6b110 NOCTPOEHO B aHTNNICKOM ropoae
Hblokacne B 1899 ropy, U B HaCTOALLMIA MOMEHT CTOMT Ha Gepery UpkyTckoro BogoxpaHunuwa. OHo MMeeT CTaTyC NaMATHUKA PErMoHaNbHOrO
3HaueHus. 10 MHOrMM TEXHUYECKUM NOKA3aTeNAM KOPabib ABNAETCA eAMHCTBEHHbIM B HaWel CTpaHe. YHUKaNbHOMY NaMATHUKY, B KOTOPOM
nepennenucb BeKoBble TPaguumMmu 60pb6bI HalWero HApoAa C CypoBOI NPUPOAOH, HOBATOPCTBO PYCCKUX M306peTaTeneil, MacTepCTBO aHrNNI-
CKUxX Kopabenos, 6ypHble co6biTusa MpaxpaHCcKoM BOiiHbI, 6yAHU 6aiiKanbCKUX MaTPOCOB, 60pb6a 061 ECTBEHHOCTHM 33 COXpPaHEHUE NYYLIMUX
Tpapuumin npownoro, Heo6xoanumo obecneunTs focToiHoe Gyayuiee, NPMAAB CTATYC NAMATHUKA (eflepanbHOro 3HaYeHus.

KnioueBble cnosa: Jlepokon «AHrapa», MpKyTcKoe BoAOXpaHMAULLE, NAMATHUK, My3eil UCTOPUM CYAO0XOACTBA, BOEHHAA (hnoTunus

Poccus, 6yayum rocyaapctsom, B KOTOPOM 3amep3atoT
noYTU BCE OKPYXalolne ero Mops, eCTeCTBEHHO, A0O/XKHA
Obina BbipabaTbiBaTh CNOCO6bLI NepefiBUKEHUSA CPEAN
nbpoB. Hanbonee 6oraTbiil ONbLIT B 3TOM OTHOWEHUU
umenu nomopsl, yxxe B XI Beke npucnocobuswme Heb6osb-
woe CyAHO-Kkap6ac BECHOBasbHbIN (MM TOPOCHLIN) Ans
BECEHHEro Npombic/ia MOPCKOTO 3Beps, KOTOPbIA WEN no
Bcemy benomy mopto. Ha HEM noMOpbI BLIXOAMAKN faxe B
CeBepHbiit JlepoBUTLI OKeaH, gocturas beperos Hosoit
3eMaun. 310 cynéHbiwko 6e3 nany6bl, C 3a0CTPEHHBIM
HOCOM U KOPMOi UMeNo AJinHy 0Konio 8,5 M, wupuHy 1,5
M, ocagky 0,5 M. B3aB ¢ co6oit npogoBoNbCTBUSA Ha 2-3
MecsALla, NOMOPbI C YCNEeXOM Bes MPOMbICEN MOPCKOro
3eps. C XV B. u3BecTHO 6oee KpynHOe NoMopcKoe
CYAHO-paHblWKNHA. I3TO MOPCKas NaAbAa, TaKXKe UCNONb30-
BaBLAACA ANA PAaHHNUX BbIXOAOB B CEBEPHbIe MOPS, KOTAA
nnaeaTb NPUXOAUNOCH cpeam nbaos. 06BoabI Kopnyca
paHblWWHbI UMeN AliLeBuaHY0 GopMy, 4To obneryano
LBUKEHMWE B NIefloBOI 06CTaHOBKE.

B Poccuun ¢ 1815 ropa genanuch NonbiTKU UCMONb30-
BaTb TOJILKO MOABMBLIMECA NEPBble KONECHBIE NAapOXOAbl B
6opbbe co nbaamu. K cepeguue XIX Beka pycckue mope-
XOAbl HAYYMIUCh CTPOUTbL GoNee KpynHble AepeBsHHble
cypa. OHu Gbinu Kpenye, MaccuBHee, 0OWUBKY CTanu
W3roTOBAATH U3 NPOYHBIX MOPOJ, AepeBa.
PacnpocTtpaHunace Takxe LONONHUTENbHAA 0OWUBKA
OKOJI0 BaTepP/IMHUM, KOTOPAA NO3Xe Nojyyuna HasBaHue
nepoBoro nosica.[1]

Pewalowmit war K CO3faHNI0 TUNA COBPEMEHHOIO Nef0-
Kona Gbln CAenaH NpoOMbIWAEHHUKOM U KYNLOM
BpuTHeBbIM, BnagenbLem CyAoCTPOMTENLHOTO 3aBOja B
KpoHwTapTe. B 1864 ropy bputHes namenun dopmy

HOCOBOIl YaCTu cBoero napoxoaa «annoT» Takum obpa-
30M, 4TOObI OH MOT MOAHUMATHLCA HA NEQ U CBOEN
TAXECTbI0 NPOAaBAMBATL ero. HaknoHHbI oplTeBeHb 1
3aKpyriéHHble 06BoAbl CyfHA NO3BONANM EMY BCXOAUTD
Ha nép u obnambiBath ero. MonbiTka okaszanacb yAaYHOM W
Aana BO3MOXHOCTb NPOANNTb HABUrALMIO MEXAY
KpoHwTapTom u MeTep6yprom Ha HECKOJIbKO Hefenb.
Bckope 6bi1M NocTpoeHbl ewwé Tpu NoJo6OHbIX NefoKoNa,
nnasaslWwux no PuHckomy 3anusy.[2]

B 1871 ropy Bblganacb 04eHb Xon0AHaa 3uma. MowHele
NbAbl CKOBANM CyA0X0ACTBO Ha banTuke. Torpa Hemeukune
MH)XEeHepbl, 3HaBlLINe, YTo B Poccum yxe umetoTcsa negoko-
Abl, Kynunu yeptexu «llainnota» u BCKOpe nefoKONbl
CTanu CTPOUTb BO MHOTUX CTpaHax. B koHue XIX Beka B
Poccuu, otctaBaBLweli B LenoM nNo CYAOCTPOEHUIO, 3aKyNu-
AV TpU NefoKona Ana pasHblx NOPTOB.

B despane 1893 rofa, B nepnog CTpoUTENbCTBA
TpaHccubupckoit maructpanu, MuHUCTpoMm duHarcos C.H.
BuTTe Gbina BbicKasaHa MbiCab 06 YCTPOIICTBE BPEMEHHOI
Xene3Ho4opOXHON nepenpasbl Yepe3 03epo baiikan, Tak
Kak KpyrobaiikanbCKuit y4acToK xenesHon Joporu u3-3a
CJI0XHbIX MPUPOAHBIX YCNOBUIA BbITO HEBO3MOXHO
NOCTPOUTbL 3@ HeCKobKO neT. B 1895rofy n3BecTHOM aHr-
nuiickoit hupme «ApmcTpoHT 1 KO» 6bin 3aKka3aH napom-
NIel0KO0J1, CMOCOOHbI NepeBO3UTh Yepe3 03epo noesaa. B
1896 ropy B ropoge Hbiokactne Ha peke TalH, rae Haxo-
aunace dupma «Cap B.T. Apmctponr, Butsopt n KO»,
3aKOHYMAM NOCTPOIKY Kopnyca napoma-nefoKona, 1 ero
yacTu ctanu noctynate B MNetepbypr. YyTb no3xe 6bia0o
3aKOHYEHO W3roToBNeHWe fBUraTeneit kopabns, KoTopble
Obln focTaBneHbl B ropog Pesenb. 3aTeM rpy3sl WK [0
KpacHospcka no xenesHoii fjopore, a fanblue — N0 pekam
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of a modern icebreaker. In 1864 Britnev changed the form
of the forebody of his steamer “Pilot” so that it could climb
the ice and press it with its weight. The ship’s sloping fore-
foot and round lines made it possible to extend navigation
between Kronstadt and Petersburg for several weeks. Soon
three more icebreakers of that kind were built to sail in the
Gulf of Finland (Kononovich, 1958).

The winter of 1871 was very cold. Navigation in the
Baltic Sea was prevented by very solid ice. German engi-
neers bought the drawings of “Pilot”, and soon many coun-
tries began to build icebreakers. In the end of the XIX cen-
tury Russia bought three icebreakers for its ports.

In February 1893, when the Trans-Siberian railway was
under construction, minister of finance S. Yu. Vitte pro-
posed an idea to build a temporary train-ferry over Lake
Baikal, for it was impossible to build the Circum-Baikal
Railway within several years because of severe weather. In
1895 a famous English firm Armstrong and Co received an
order to build an icebreaking ferry capable of carrying trains

across the lake. In 1896, in Newcastle upon Tyne, the firm
Sir W. G. Armstrong, Whitworth and Co finished building the
icebreaking ferry’s hull and began to send its parts to
Petersburg. Later they finished the ship’s engines and sent
them to Revel. Then the cargo went to Krasnoyarsk by rail,
and then - along rivers and the Moscow highway. A well-
equipped shipbuilding yard was built in village
Listvenichnoye at Baikal. The ship was assembled on a 123
meter long staple under the supervision of ship engineer V.
A. Zablotsky and technical engineer of the firm Isaac
Handy. By joint efforts of Russian and English engineers the
icebreaking ferry “Baikal” began its trial trips from January
4,1900.

The icebreaker “Baikal” was one of the biggest ships on
Baikal. The ship’s displacement was 4,200 tons. Three steam
engines with a capacity of 1,250 hp geared two stern and one
bow propeller that helped break the ice. On the main deck
there were three railways, which could carry 25 loaded goods
cars. The icebreaker could break ice of 1.2 m thickness.




But one ship was not enough for crossing the lake. In
1898 the same English firm received an order to build an
auxiliary icebreaker called “Angara” with displacement
three times less. If “Baikal” was a huge wide four funnel
ship, “Angara” had only two funnels and was much narrower
and more maneuvering. The prototype of “Baikal” was an
American railway ferry sailing in the Great Lakes. We know
neither the prototype of “Angara” nor the author of its pro-
ject.

“Angara” was built in Newcastle in 1899. Its parts were
shipped to Revel (now Tallinn) and then came to Baikal by
railway. Russian workers assembled the icebreaker and did
all the woodwork in Listvenichnoye village. The ship was
launched on 25 July 1900. It started carrying cargo and
passengers on 1 August 1900.

The ship’s technical characteristics are: length - 61 m,
width — 10.7 m, hull height - 7.6, draft aft under full load -
4.7 m, displacement - 1,400 tons. Four fire-tube boilers of
locomobile type and a triple-expansion steam engine rota-

1 MockoBckomy TpakTy. B cene JIucteeHnyHOM Ha
Baitkane 6bina co3faHa cynocTpouTensHas Bepdb co
CNOXHbBIM U MHOTOYMCIEHHbIM 060pyfoBaHuemM. Hayanach
cbopKa CyfiHa Ha cTanene AauHoi B 123 meTpa. PaboTsl
BEJNCb NOA PYKOBOACTBOM KopabenbHoro uHxeHepa B.A.
3a6710UKOr0 U UHXeHepa-mexaHuKka Gupmsl Mcaaka
XaHau. CnaxeHHble YCUNUA PYCCKUX U aHTUACKUX UHXKe-
HepoB u paboynx NpUBeNU K TOMy, 4To C 4 aHBaps 1900
rofa napom-aefoKoN, Noay4ynBLWINA Ha3BaHue «baikany,
Hayan coBeplwaTb NPoGHbIe peichl.

Nepokon «baitkan» Obin cambiM 60NbWUM U3 BallKanb-
ckux cynos. Ero Bogounsmewerune — 4200 ToHH. Tpn napo-
Bble MallWHbI, MOLWHOCTbIO Kaxpaaa B 1250 n.c., npusoam-
NN B ABMXKEHWEe 1Ba KOPMOBBIX U OAUH HOCOBOW BUHT,
npeAHa3HaYeHHbI fis noMowm B ToMKe nbpaa. Ha rnas-
HOI Nnany6e NPONOXKMUAN TPY KENEe3HOAOPOKHbIX MyTH, HA
KOTOPbIX MOTIM HAXOAUTHLCA 25 rPYIKEHbBIX TOBAPHbIX Baro-
HOB. Jlegokon 6biN B COCTOAHUU NOMaTh IEL TONLMUHOM
1,2 meTpa.

Ho ogHoro kKopabns ans nepenpasbl 6610 Mano. B
1898 roay Gbln 3aKIOYEH KOHTPAKT C TEM e aHTUIACKUM
npeanpuATUEM O CTPOUTENLCTBE BCMOMOraTeNbHOro Nefo-
KONa, NoNy4YnBLIEro UMA «AHrapa», B Tpu pa3a yCcTynas-
Wwero BOAOM3MELLEHNEM OCHOBHOMY negokony. W ecnn
«baitkan» npeacrtaBnsn co6oit rpoMo3gKUiA, WMPOKUIA
4eTbpEXTPYOHbIN Kopabnb, To «AHrapay» umena ase
TpyOGbl, GblNa ropasfo yxe, MEHblE MO pa3MepaM U MaHe-
BpeHHee. N3BecTeH npoToTun «bailkana» — amepukaH-
CKMWI Kene3HOLOPOXHbI NapoM, nnasaBwWwmuii no Bennkum
03épam. [lpoToTuna «AHrapbi» HailTK NOKa He y[anocb, He
3HaeM Mbl M aBTOpa NpPOEKTa.

«AHrapa» 6bi1a NOCTPOEHA B TOM e ropoje B
Hbiokacne B 1899 roay, B pa3obpaHHOM Buae [OCTaBNEHA
no mopio B PeBenb (HblHe — TannuHH), 3aTeM MO XKenes-
Holi popore — po baiikana. C6opka nefokona, NNOTHUL-
KUE U CTONspHble PaboTbl BEUCH PYCCKUMU pabounmu B
cene JlucteeHnyHom. Cnyck kopabns coctosncs 25 uions
1900 ropa, n ¢ 1 asrycta 1900 roga oH Hayan coseplarb
rpy30Bbl€ U NACCAKMPCKUE PENCHI.

TexHnyecKkue paHHble cyaHa: AnnHa — 61 meTp, WupuHa
- 10,7 meTpa, BbICOTa 6opTa — 7,6 MeTpa, 0cafKa KOpMOi

npu NONHOM 3arpy3ke — 4,7 meTpa, BOLOU3MeLLeHNE —
1400 TOHH. YeTbipe OrHeTPYyOHbIX KOTNA TOKOMOOUNLHOTO
TUNa, NapoBas MalunHa TPOMHOIO paclupeHmna Bpalanm
rpeGHoi BUHT guametpom 3,5m.[3]

CynHo umeno KatTbl 1-ro u 2-ro knaccoB Ha 60 mecT u
nomelleHune 3-ro knacca Ha 100 mect. B nepuop Pyccko-
ANOHCKOW BOMHbI «AHrapa» nepeso3una 1000 naccaxu-
poB. ['py3 1 Garax pasmelancs B fByX TPIOMax EMKOCTbIO
653 M. 1 rpy30noAbeMHOCTbIO 250 TOHH. Jlegokon nmen
CTanbHOM, KNENAHbIA KOPNYC C TONWMUHOK NE€A0BOT0 nosca
25 mm. CTOMMOCTb MOCTPOIiKK ero cocTasuna 6onee 770
ThicAY pybneit; KoMaHAa HacuuTbiBana 4o 50 yenoBek.

Cnepyet 0TMETUTb 6OMbLIME 3ACAYTY AHTNUIACKUX KOpa-
6enos: npu ocMoTpe Kopabas B 1985 rogy cneyuanuctel
0oTMeYanu xopoliee COCTOAHKE KOpNyca, M3roTOBAEHHOTO
13 BbICOKOKAYeCTBEHHO aHraunitckon ctanu. Bmecrte ¢
TEM He UCKIIYEHO, YTO NPOEKT «AHTapbi» MOr 6biTb pyc-
ckum. Tak, I.B. Jlazo, paGoTaBWwmit KaNUTaHOM NefoKona,
B MUCbMe K aBTOPY AAHHOT0 CO06WeEeHNs oTMeYan cxon-
CTBO «AHrapbl» ¢ nefokonom «Epmaky», getuuem agmupa-
na C.0. Makaposa, no gopme 1 o6sogam kopnyca. I.B.
Jlazo Bugen Bo BnagnMBocToKke NopTOBbI NefOKON
«[06pblHA HUKNTMY», KOTOPbIA, N0 €ro cnosam, 6bin TOY-
HOI Konuei «AHrapbl» no ¢hopme, pa3mepam U MOWHOCTHU.
Apmupan MakapoB Kak pa3 BO BpeMsa CTPOUTENbCTBA
«AHrapbi» HEOAHOKpaTHO GbiBan B JloHA0He, HabOAAs 3
NOCTPOMKOI CBOEro AeTula — MOLWHOro negokona
«Epmak» Bogousmewenmem 9000 TOHH, M MOT OKa3aTb
BNMAHME Ha coopyxeHune «AHrapbi». B 1985 ropy aBTo-
pOM AaHHoit ny6ankauum Gbina noayyeHa cnegytolas
Tenerpamma u3 Mocksbl: «ApxuB MakapoBa OTHOCUTENIbHO
nepokona «AHrapa» Haxoautca LleHTpanbHom apxuBe
BM® agpecy: 191065, JleHuHrpag, XantypuHa, 36...».
CnepoBatenbHO, KAKUMU-TO BONPOCAMM, CBA3AHHbBIMU C
coopyxeHuem «AHrapsl», C.0. Makapos, 3aHumancs.

06a nepokona B nepebie MecsaLbl CBOEro CylleCcTBOBaHUA
NPOAEMOHCTPUPOBANN HeNoXne X040Bble KayecTsa.
«baitkan» csobogHO WEN BO NbAax TonwmMHoit fo 0,8 MeTpa,
c pasbera noman néf TONMHON CBbIWE MeTpa, pa3busan
noaytopameTpoBble Topockl. MeHee MolHas «AHrapa»
npeononeBana ibfbl ToNWMHoOM fo 0,5 meTpa. [4]
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ted the water propeller with a diameter of 3.5 m
(Vertyankin, 1991).

The ship had the first— and second-class cabins for 60
seats and a third-class room for 100 seats. During the
Russian-Japanese war “Angara” carried 1000 passengers.
Cargo and baggage were placed in the two holds with a vo-
lume of 653 m3 and a carrying capacity of 250 tons. The
icebreaker had a steel riveted hull with the thickness of the
ice belt of 25 mm. Its construction cost 770.7 thousand
rubles. Its team comprised up to 50 people.

When specialists studied the ship in 1985, they marked
the good condition of its hull made of high-quality English
steel. At the same time the project of “Angara” might have
been made by Russians. For example, G. V. Lazo, the captain
of the icebreaker, wrote about the similarity of the form and
lines of “Angara” and the icebreaker “Ermak” ruled by the
admiral S. 0. Makarov. G. V. Lazo saw the harbour icebreaker
“Dobrynya Nikitich” in Vladivostok and noticed that its
form, dimensions and capacity were a duplicate of “Angara”.
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Admiral Makarov often visited London during the construc-
tion of his mighty icebreaker “Ermak” with a displacement
of 9,000 tons and could influence the construction of
“Angara”. In 1985 the author of this article received a
telegram from Moscow: ‘Makarov’s archive of the icebreaker
“Angara” is located in the Central Archives of the Naval
Fleet which address is: Khalturin St.36, Leningrad 191065’.
Thus S. 0. Makarov was somehow related to the construc-
tion of “Angara”.

Both icebreakers showed high performance during the
first months of their work. “Baikal” could easily go through
ice up to 0.8 m thick and break more than one meter thick
ice and one and a half meter ice ridges after running.
Having less capacity, “Angara” could overcome up to 0.5 m
thick ice (The Baikal ferry railway crossing, 2000). However,
even “Baikal” failed to sail when the lake froze up in
January, so in January the navigation was terminated. In
these months goods and passengers were transported on ice
by horses.




In 1905 the construction of the Circum-Baikal Railway
was finished, but “Baikal” continued to operate and was of
much help for the railway. The Baikal ferry crossing was
closed down in 1918, when “Baikal” was burnt down
because of the shot fired by the white artillery.

As for “Angara”, from 1907 to the end of 1916 it was
practically out of use because of the lack of cargo, so it was
laid up. In 1918 “Angara” was nationalized and modernized.
From June to August 1918 the icebreaker equipped with
cannons and machine-guns was used in the battles by the
“Reds”. On 5 January 1920 the White Army captured the
ship and organized a mass killing aboard. They had 31
hostages, including those who were against the “white”
power and those who became prisoners by accident. Each
victim was hit on his head with a wooden stick and the
unconscious body was thrown into water. Later, in 1920-
1921, “Angara” was the leader of the Soviet military fleet on
Baikal.

OpHaKo BCKOpe BbIACHMNOCH, YTO faxe «baikany He
MOJEeT niaBaTb NOC/Ae 3amMep3aHnsa 03epa B AHBape, U B
AHBape pencbl Nef0K0N0B NPUXOAUNOCH NpeKpalaTth. B
3TW MecALbl NepeB03Ka TOBAPOB M MNACCaXMPOB MPOUCXO-
AWna no nbAy Ha NOWapsAX.

B 1905 ropy 3aBeplumnacb NocTponka
Kpyrobaiikanbckoii xenesHoii goporu, Ho «baiikan» npo-
Jomkan paboTtaTtb, 0Ka3biBas CyLWECTBEHHYIO NOMOLLb
maructpanu. baiikanbckaa napomHas nepenpasa npekpa-
Tuna cBoé cywecrtsoBaHue B 1918 rogy, korga «baiikan»
Cropen oT NpAMOro nonagaHus 6enorsapfeiickoro cHaps-
aa.

Y70 e KacaeTca «AHrapbli», To oHa ¢ 1907 1 o KoHua
1916 rofa u3-3a HegocTaTKa rpy30B NPaKTUYECKU He
ncnonb3oBanach, cToana Ha npukone. B 1918 rogy
«AHrapy» HauMoHan3npoBanM 1 NPoBeNn MoLepHu3a-
uunto. B nioHe — asrycte 1918 roga nefoKon, BOOPYKEH-
HbIA NyWKamMn 1 nynemétamu, y4acTeoBan B 605X Ha CTO-
poHe «KpacHbix». 5 aHBaps 1920 roga 6enorsapaeiubl,
B3fIBLIME B CBOW PYKM KOpabab, COBEpPWNAM MACCOBOE
y6uincteo. Ha KOpMy No OAHOMY BbIBOAUIN 33/I0KHUKOB,
B YMCNe KOTOPbIX ObIAK KaK ONMO3ULUOHHO HACTPOEHHbIE
K BNACTW «Benbix» NnLa, Tak U 114K, CyyaitHo nonaswue
B TIOPbMY MO NOA03PEHMI0. 3aN0XKHWUKA YAAPANM NO rono-
Be AepeBAHHON KONOTYWHKON 1 NOTEPABLLEro CO3HaHue
yenoseka cbpacbiBanu B Bogy. 3atem, B 1920-1921 ropax
«AHrapa» 6bina 1MAepoM COBETCKOI BOEHHOI hnoTuamnm
Ha baiikane.

C mas 1921 rona «AHrapa» B KayecTBe Ne€40KObHOIO
cyAHa coBepluana peicsl no o3epy, 6ykcupys 6apxu.
KanutanbHblil peMOHT cyaHa npon3soaunca B 1941 u
1959 ropax. Bo Bpems nocnepHero guratens nepesenu c
VYINA Ha Ma3yT, U3 YeTbIpEX KOTNOB OCTaBUAM [BA;
HECKONbKO U3MEHUNCA BHEWHNI 06nnK cynHa. B anpene
1960 rofia cunbHbI BeTep BbigaBua Ha Geper npubpex-
HbI N€J, BMECTE C KOTOPbIM Ha Cylle OKa3ancs u nepo-
Kon. [lanbHenwyto 3Kcnayataumnio CyaHa npru3Hanu Hesbl-
roaHoit. Kopabnb ucnonssosanca B nopty baiikan kak
nNaBy4Yuil CKNAfL, 3aT€M HECKONbKO NIeT OH CTOAN Ha 21 KM
balikanbckoro TpakTa, B 3anuse Mpkytckoro mops.

B 1977 ropy WpKyTCKMA ropucnonkom pewmnn co3gatb

From May 1921 “Angara” as an icebreaker towed barges
across the lake. In 1941 and 1959 it was repaired. During
the last repair its engine was switched over from coal to
fuel oil, two of the four boilers remained, and the ship’s
exterior was a bit changed. In April 1960 a strong wind
forced ice together with the icebreaker onto the shore. Any
further operation of the ship was announced unprofitable.
The ship was used as a floating storage in the port Baikal,
and then it was anchored for several years at the 21st kilo-
meter of the Baikal highway, in the bay of the Irkutsk reser-
VOoir.

In 1977 the Irkutsk city executive committee decided to
organize a museum of the Patriotic war in the ship (though
a museum of history of navigation would be more suitable
for the oldest icebreaker of Russia). They started restora-
tion. But due to lack of supervision, “Angara” suffered a fire
and sank.

In June 1985 a special group from Khabarovsk headed by
engineer I. P. Konstantinov lifted the icebreaker out of the

Ha CyaHe My3el, HO He UCTOPUU CYJOXOACTBA, KaK 3TO
cnefoBano Gbl cenaTh Ha CTapeilemM 13 CyWecTBYIOWNX
B Poccuu cypoB nefoKoNbHOro TMNa, a My3ei nctopum
IpaxpaHckoi BoiHbl. Hauyanuch pectaBpalunoHHbie pabo-
Tbl. Ho M3-3a oTcyTCTBMA Hap3opa «AHrapa» noctpagana
0T MoXapa W 3aToHyna.

B vioHe 1985 ropa cneynanbHblit oTpag M3 Xabaposcka
nof pykooacTtsoM mHxeHepa W.M. KoHcTaHTMHOBA nog-
HAN NefoKon U3 Bofbl. Kaszanoch 6bl, Nopa BbINOAHUTH
NPUHATOE pelleHne o co3[aHUN Ha cyaHe my3es. OgHaKo
napTUiHble PYKOBOJAMUTENMN HE Xenanu TpaTuTb CpeAcTBa
Ha npueefeHne Kopabns B nopsgok. CTanu roBopuTb, 4TO
Kopnyc «AHrapbl» B Y)XaCHOM COCTOSIHUM, YTO MOXeT pac-
CbINATLCA OT COOCTBEHHOM TAXKECTHU, YTO HAa PEMOHT CyAHa
npupgTca 3aTpatuTb 6onee munnuoHa pybnei, 4yto
NOCKONbKY KOpabnb nocTpoeH B AHIUM, ero He cieayet
COXpaHATb, @ HafZo pa3pesaTtb Ha YaCTW U MeTann oTnpa-
BUTb Ha mepennaeky. HayanbcTtBeHHble MUTPOdaHYLWKH
[A0roBapuBanuCh faxe A0 TOr0, YTO UCTOPUKM elLé He
[OKa3anu 3HayeHuna NefoKona Kak NamATHUKA, YTO He
BMOJIHE ACHA POJib 3TOT0 KOpabns.

Cneuuanuctel U N0AN, CyAbObLI KOTOPLIX GbINU CBA3AHbI
C nefokonoM, Gbin ob6ecnokoeHsl cynb6oit kopabns.
Korpa ctano sicHo, 4T0 BNACTM COBUPAIOTCS YHUUTOKMUTD
Ne[OKOJ, Hayanu NoABAATLCSA B NeYaTu CTaTby C NPU3bI-
BOM BOCCTAHOBUTb Kopabnb. OAHAKO CTaTbu U 3asBAEHUA
pykosoauTenei otaeneHus BOOMNUK Ha Bnactu He nogen-
CTBOBaNU, ¥ NeA0KON, HaxoauBlmiica y naoTuHsl [IC, Gbin
OTBeAEH noaanblie oT rnas, B 3an1MB MenbHUYHbLIN, NO
nesomy 6epery BofoxpaHunuiia. OgHaXAbl CUbHbIM BET-
pom «AHrapy» OnpoKWHYNO, U OHa OKa3anacb nojysarton-
NeHHoit. B 1986 rogy B MUHUCTEPCTBO KYNbTYpbl 6b0
HanpaeneHo obpalieHne okono 20 CONMAHbLIX NEPCOH,
PeYHMKOB, UCTOPUKOB, B TOM YuC/le aKafleMnKa-cekpeTaps
otpenerus uctopun AH CCCP U.[. KoBanbyeHko u
HayanbHUKa Agmuuuctpauun CesmopnyTu npu
Muumopdnote B.b. boropogckoro.

TpyAHO CKaszaTb, 3T0 AU NUCbMO CbIrPano CBOK Pofb
WK CMEeHa HEKOTOPbIX MECTHbIX PYKOBOLUTENEN, HO B
1987 rofy NoABMAUCH NepBble NPU3HAKU U3MEHEHUA
cuTyaumu. MnasHyto ponb B 6opbbe 3a BoccTaHOBNEHME
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water. However, the party leaders did not want to spend
money on repairs. They announced the icebreaker to be in
desperate condition. They said that it was about to fall to
pieces, and that the repairs would take more than one mil-
lion rubles. Since the ship was built in England, instead of
preservation, they proposed to cut it to pieces and remelt
the metal. The authorities even affirmed that the ship’s sig-
nificance as a monument was not proven and its historical
role was unclear.

Specialists and people related to the icebreaker were very
much worried about its destiny. When they heard that the
authorities were going to demolish the ship, they started to
write articles with an appeal to restore it. However, those
articles and letters written by the heads of the branch of
the All-Russian Society for the Preservation of Historical
and Cultural Monuments (VOOPIK) had no effect on the
authorities, and the icebreaker was moved from the hydro-
electric dam to the Melnichny bay on the left side of the
reservoir. Once “Angara” was knocked down by a strong

wind and half drowned. In 1986 the Ministry of Culture
received a letter signed by 20 prominent people, seamen
and historians, including academician and secretary of the
history branch of the Academy of Science of the USSR I. D.
Kovalchenko and head of the administration of the Northern
Sea Route under the Ministry of Marine V. B. Bogorodsky.

It is hard to say whether the letter or the replacement of
some of the local authorities played a crucial part, but in
1987 the situation started to change. The public attitude,
especially the activity of chairman of the Presidium of the
VOOPIK branch V. V. Ignatov and his deputy N. F. Salatsky,
made a big contribution. Although taking risk, the leaders
of the VOOPIK branch promised to restore the ship at the
expense of voluntary contributions from citizens and labour
collectives. In September 1988 the icebreaker was lifted to
the surface. It was restored under the supervision of
mechanic and adviser of the East-Siberian River Shipping
Company V. N. Bryantsev and foreman I. S. Preimak. When
removing silt, water, rust and mud from the ship’s hold,




people had to wear gas masks. They restored the ship’s
engines, superstructures and utilities.

The restoration was funded by voluntary contributions
from companies and city and regional institutions (300,000
rubles), charity lottery organized by the VOOPIK branch
(115,000 rubles), and the Soviet Peace Fund (chaired by
grand chess master A. Karpov — 300,000 rubles).

In March 1991 the museum of history of navigation was
opened to the first visitors. Being a regional property, the
icebreaker was handed over to the branch of VOOPIK due to
its contribution to the restoration. “Angara” houses a cul-
ture and leisure center which does educational and patriot-
ic work.

The Presidium of the VOOPIK branch has worked out a
plan of development of the icebreaker museum complex. For
this purpose, it is necessary to allot a site belonging to the
protected zone of “Angara” to this complex. Unfortunately,
the regional administration and the city administration
seem to undervalue the importance of the monument. They

NefoKoNa Chirpana no3uuns obuWecTBEHHOCTH, 0COGEHHO
npeacepnartens lNpe3uguyma otgenenns BOOMNUK B.B.
Mruatosa u ero 3amectutens H.®. Canaykoro. Ngs Ha
cepbE3HbIN pUCK, pyKoBoACTBO oTAeneHna BOOMUK
3asBUI0, YTO BOCCTAHOBMUT KOpabb 3a CYET 0OPOBONb-
HbIX B3HOCOB OT IPaXfiaH W TPYLOBbLIX KONNEKTUBOB. B
ceHTabpe 1988 ropa kopabnb OblN NOLHAT Ha NOBEPX-
HOCTb. BoccTaHoBNE€HME NPOBOAMAOCH NOJ PYKOBOACTBOM
MexaHWKa-HacTaBHWKA BocToyHo-Cubupckoro peyHoro
napoxoactsa B.H. bpanuesa u npopaba U.C. Mpeiimaka.
Ouuwas TpioM OT MAa, BOAbI, PXKABUMHbBI U TPA3N, NOAM
BbIHYX/AEHbI 6bIIN TPYAMTHCA B NPOTUBOrasax.
CynopeMOHTHUKN NpuBenu B paboyee COCTOSHNE fiBUTa-
Tenn, BOCCTAHOBUAM HALCTPOMKM U KOMMYHUKALMW KOpPa6-
ns.

®uHaHcupoBaHue paboT 6bi10 obecneyeHo [OOPOBONbL-
HbIMU B3HOCAMM NPEANPUATUI U YUPEXAEHWUI ropoaa v
obnactu (300 000 py6.), 6GnaroTBopuUTENLHOI NOTEPEEil,
nposeféHHoM oTheneHnem BOOMUK (115 000 py6.),
nomouwbto Cosetckoro oHpa Mupa (npeacepatens-rpocc-
meiictep A. Kapnos, 300 000 py6.).

B mapTe 1991 roga opraHu3oBaHHbI Ha Kopabne
My3€eil UCTOPUU CY[0XOACTBA NPUHSAN NEPBbIX NOCETUTE-
nen. Jlefokon aBnsaeTca coOCTBEHHOCTbIO 06/1aCTH, HO
yuutbiBasa 3acnyru otaenenns BOOTMMNK B ero pecraspa-
UMW, NnepefaH B ero nonb3osaxue. Ha nefokone geiicray-
€T KyNbTYpPHO-A0CYrOBbIi LeHTp, Beaylnit 60blyio BOC-
nUTaTeNbHO-NAaTPUOTUYECKYIO M MPOCBETUTENLCKYIO pabo-
Ty.

B HacTosAwee Bpems npesuanymom otaenenns BOOMNK
pa3paboTaH NiaH pa3BuUTUs My3eiHOro KoMnaekca nefo-
Kona. [lns ero peanusaymm HeobXoAUM y4acToK 3eMau,
OXpaHHOW 30HbI «AHTapbi». Ho, K COXaneHunto, agMUHUCT-
pauuns MpkyTckoit 06nacTu u e€ LeHTpa, No-BUJUMOMY, HE
BMOJIHE MOHMMAET 3HAYEHNE NAMATHUKA, KOTOPbIM FOPOA
LOJIKEH TOPAMTLCSA, He AAET COrnacus Ha BblgeneHue ans
My3es yyacTKa 3eMnu, npunerawllero K kopabnto.

HepaBHo Ha nepokone nobbiBanu fBa HEMELKUX UHXKe-
Hepa. OHM A0ONTO U3yYanu feTanu KOHCTPYKUMi Kopabns
1 C BOCXWLWEHWEM 3asBUIHN, YTO KOpabnecTponuTensmu
KoHUa XIX BeKa Obiv HalfleHbl 3aMedaTebHble TeXHUYe-
CKUe pelleHus.

do not agree to allot to the museum the site adjoining the
ship.

Two German engineers have recently studied the ship’s
details and announced that the ship builders of the XIX
century made excellent technical decisions.

...The icebreaker “Angara” located on the shore of the
Irkutsk water reservoir is one of the most ancient ships of
that kind that still exist in Russia. It is a monument of
regional significance. The ship’s technical data make it
unique to our country. Isn't it time to give the ship a status
of federal significance?

This unique monument comprises the age-old traditions
of conquering the severe nature, Russian inventors’ innova-
tions, English ship builders’ skillfulness, dramatic events of
the Patriotic war, everyday life of Baikal sailors and public
struggle for preservation of the best traditions of the past.
It is necessary to provide the icebreaker with proper condi-
tions.

...CTonT Ha bepery MpkyTckoro BofoxpaHuana apes-
Helllee Cy[HO NeJOKONBHOIO TUNA, COXPaHUBLUEECSA B
Poccumn. OHO MMeeT cTaTyc NamMATHUKA PErMOHANBHOTO
3HayeHusA. [1o MHOrMM TeXHUYECKUM NOoKa3aTensm
Kopabnb ABNAETCA €UHCTBEHHbIM B Halel cTpaHe. He
nopa au npuaaTb «AHrape» ctatyc namaTHuka degepanb-
HOro 3Ha4yeHus?

YHMKanbHOMY NaMATHUKY, B KOTOPOM TaK NpUYYAINBO U
HEOXWAAHHO Nepennenuch BEKOBbIE TPafULUKU 6OpbOLI
Halero HapoAa C CypoBOi NPMPOAOIA, HOBaTOPCTBO PyC-
CKMX n3obpeTaTeneil, MacTePCTBO aHMINICKUX KOpabenos,
GypHble cobbITUA TpaxaaHCKoMi BOiHbI, 6yaHM Gaiikanb-
CKMX MaTpocoB, 60pb6a 06WEeCTBEHHOCTH 33 COXpaHeHue
NyYwux TpaauLmMii npownoro, HeobxoaMmMo obecreymnTs
pocToitHoe byayliee.
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