Knutai Kak npegyyscTBue

China as Anticipation

HoBsoctu n3 KHP, noctynatowme no mepe Toro kak 2008 rog,
KOTOpbIi BOWAET B UCTOPMIO HE TONbKO KaK rof nepeBbi6opoB
MyTuHa, Ho 1 Kak rog MNMekuHckoi Onumnuagsl, NnpubankKa-
WMIACA K HaM CO CKOPOCTbIO 60 CeKyHp B 4ac, roBOpAT O TOM,
yTo pykosoacteo KHP gBuxetcs ewe 6bicTpee. «Coumanuc-
TUYecKoe copeBHoBaHMe» Mexay Hbwo-Mopkom n MekuHom,
X0Ts Gbl jaXKe W BbIIN SHKU C KuTaiiLeM «6paTbs HaBeK,
BbIMrpaeT, HECOMHEHHO, cTonnua MogHebecHoit. CyTb Aena B
TOM, Y4TO CTPOAT TYT NPUMEPHO TE € aPXUTEKTOPbI, YTO U B
Hbro—VIopKe, HO, XOTA 3apniaTa y Hux pa3 B 10 MeHbLle, YeMm

B CLLIA, BO3MOXHOCTE NOCTPOUTL HEYTO HeBUAAHHOE B 10
pas 6onbwe. OHM He MOTYT YNYCTUTb 3TOT WAHC U MAYT Ha

BCe, MOCKOJIbKY NPAKTUYeCKN CTPOAT MOYTU Ha Jpyroii nnaHe-
Te. Kocmuyeckue nnaHbl 1960-x rofoB NoCTeNeHHO TOHYT B
CyMepKax ucTtopuu, a peanbHble aliens ctposT B [ekuHe cBoit
HOBbIW NnaHeTapHbI MU, M apxuTekTopam u3 JloHaoHa, base-
na unu lNapuxa 3fecb ecTb rae pasrynatbca. [NaBHoe, YTo UM,
GbITb MOXET, FPO3UT, — HAAOPBATLCS U3-3a TBOPYECKOI KAZHO-
ctu. Npuxoputcs 6patbes 3a BCe.

Bnpoyem, onacHocTei TyT eCTb MHOTO W MOMUMO 3TOTO.

lazeta «Hblo-Mopk Talimcy 1 ee xypHan HefapoM creasT
3a TeM, YTO 3a COPEBHOBAHMA Hayanuch B [eknHe [0 OTKPbI-
™ Onumnuagbl. IT0 FOHKW Ha ABYXNETHEN JUCTAHLNU.

W, Hapo ckasatb, — FOHKM C Gapbepamu.

Ham nerye noHATb 3TOT BUA cnopTa, 60 oCHOBHblEe Gapb-
epbl 8 KHP Te xe, uto u B Mockse, — GlopokpaTtuyeckue.
HopMbl Ha CTPOUTENbCTBO yCTapenu, MeHAT Ux 6e3 efUHOrOo
nnaHa, Tak YTo NPOEKT, YTBEPKAEHHbI BYepa, 3aBTpa MOXeT
0Ka3aTbCs He COOTBETCTBYIOLWMUM HOPMAM — U ero NONpoCAT
nepepenatb. K TOMy e, OAHW HOpPMbI HE COrNacylTCca C ApYy-
TMMU, U yrafath, B KaKylo CTOPOHY W YTO Hafo MeHsATb, OblBa-
eT He nerko.

BTtopoit 6apbep — TymaH, 06bI4HO CTOMb YapytoWKiA Ha
KUTaNcKux neiszaxax. CTpouTb NpUXOJMTCA B YCIOBUAX Kpail-
HE HWU3KOW NPO3PaYyHOCTU NPUHATUA pelleHnit. TyT Boobie
HWUKTO M3 3anajHblX apXUTEKTOPOB TaK U He 3HAEeT, KTO, B
KOHLLe KOHLLO0B, 4TO pelwaeT. Bce 3anafHble NPOEKTUPOBLLUKY
06s3aHbl paboTaTb NOA M0 MECTHBIX MPOEKTHBIX OpraHu-
3auuit, @ nocnefH1e To N1 NPUHAANEKAT rocyfapcTBy, TO an
yXe npuBaTM3nMpoBaHbl. ECn oHYM BCe ele rocyfapCcTBeHHbIe,
TO 0bpalaTbcs ¢ xanobamu Hago B 0fHO MecTo. Ecnu y Hux
VXe YacTHble X037€eBa — TO B pyroe. Ha rocyaapcTBeHHble
MHCTAHLUMM HAfJO BAUATL Yepes ofHMX N06OUCTOB, HA YaCTHM-
KOB — yepe3 Apyrux. A KT0O eCTb KTO Ha CaMOM fiene — TPYAHO
NOHATb. YnblbaloTcs Bce o4YeHb CNafKo. A KTO CKONbKO NpocuT
«OTKATUTb®» — HE U3BECTHO HUKOMY.

EcTb 1 KOHKypCBI C MeXAyHapoAHbIMU Xiopu. Ho rapaHTui,
4TO NpoeKThl, NobefuBlIME HA KOHKYypCax, GYAYT peann3osa-
Hbl, He TaK VX U Benuku. NMobeanBLImMit NPOEKT MOXET OKa3aTb-
CA CAUWKOM [OpOrnM. A NocKonbKy GupMy, KoTopas [OMKHA
ero CTpOMTb 1 NOTOM NeT 20 IKCNNYyaTUPOBATh, BLIGUPAIOT NOA
rOTOBbII MPOEKT, TO ObITb YBEPEHHbIM, YTO OHA CMOXET ero
OCUNUTb, — HEeNb34.

KnTaiubl BHAAKM ropbkomy onbiTy AbDUH U He XOTAT CTPO-
UTb fOoporue 06beKThl, KOTOpble BNOCNEACTBUM He OKYNATCS.
Mo3ToMy B yCNOBMA NPOEKTMPOBAHUSA BXOLMUT PAacyeT Ha camo-
OKynaemocTb B nociegytoune gecatunetus. Crano 6biTb, B
NpoeKTe AOMKHbI Y4UTHIBATLCA BE ManocoyeTaemble Lenu
— cfienatb HeYTO HeBMAAHHOE, NOPa3nB MUP, U CO3[ATb HEYTO
NpaKTUYHOE ANA MeCTHbIX Xutenei. Tak, u cTagnoH B lekuHe,
KOTOpbIi NOC/e HEKOTOPLIX KofebGaHWit B3ANUCh CTPOUTD

The news from China, coming while 2008, not only the year
of Putin's reelections, but also the year of the Olympic
Games in Beijing, is approaching at a speed of 60 seconds an
hour, tells us that the government of China advances faster.
No doubts that the capital of the Heavenly Empire will win
the socialistic competition between New York and Beijing,
regardless friendly terms of a Yankee and a Chinese. The
matter is that the architects building for Beijing are almost
the same as for NY. And though their salary is 10 times less
than of those in the USA, they have 10 times more oppor-
tunities to build something unprecedented. They cannot
lose the chance and are ready to do anything, because they
build practically on another planet. Space plans of the 60-s
are gradually being lost in the twilight of history. The real
aliens are building their new planetary myth in Beijing, and
architects from London, Basel or Paris have plenty to do. The
main thing that they may face is to be worn out because of
creative eagerness. They have to take up everything.

However, there are also a lot of other dangers.

The New York Times newspaper and its magazine follow
the competitions that have started in Beijing before the
opening of the Olympic Games. These are races at a 2-year
distance. And I should say they are barrier-races.

We can easier understand this kind of sport, because the
principal barriers in China are the same as those in Moscow,
the bureaucratic ones. The building guidelines are out of
date, they are changed without a unified plan. So the project
approved yesterday may turn out not to meet the guidelines,
thus it is requested to be done anew. Besides, some guide-
lines do not agree with the others, and sometimes it is not
easy to guess what and how to change.

The second barrier is a mist, which usually looks so
charming in Chinese landscapes. One has to build in the
conditions of very little transparency of making decisions.
Nobody of western architects knows who finally decides and
what he decides. All western architects must work under
local institutions, which are either belong to the state or
already privatized. If they still belong to the state, one
should address his complaints to one place. If the institu-
tions already have private owners, the complaints should
be addressed to the other place. Certain lobbyists help you
influence state channels, the other lobbyists - on private
ones. It is difficult to make out who is who in reality.
Everybody smiles very nicely. But nobody knows how much
they will ask.

There are competitions with an international jury. But
there is little guarantee that the projects that win will be
realized some day. Such project may turn out to be too
expensive. Since the firm that is to build and later to use it
for 20 years is appointed for the ready project, there is no
certainty that such firm will be able to manage it.

Chinese people have learnt Athens' bitter experience and
do not want to build expensive objects, which won't cover
their cost in the future. That is why the project calcula-
tions include the estimation of self-repayment within future
decades. Thus the project should take into account two
incompatible targets: to create something unprecedented to
surprise the world, and to create something useful for locals.
For example, the stadium in Beijing, which was started by
Herzog and de Meron after their hesitation for a while,
should have an expanding roof to work after the Olympic

TeKcT
Anekcaupp Pannanopr

text
Aleksandr
Pappaport

cocean / neighbours

17

npoexT baiikan 4 () project baikal



coceau / neighbours

18

npoekT 6aiikan 1 () project baikal

Xepuor u le MepoH, JoMKEH UMETb Pa3faBUTaloLLYIOCA Kpbl-
wy, ytobbl nocne Onumnuagbl pabotath B N060e BpeMsa roaa
1 npu no6oit noroge. 3To He MPOCTO, HO APXUTEKTOPbI U3
basens 3ty npoGnemy, KaxeTcs, pewunnu.

3aTo pabounx pyk — xoTb oT6aBnsAii. MepBoe Bpems Ha
paboTe no CTPOUTENbCTBY CTafMOHA GbINM 3aHATbI 7 ThicAY
yenosek. Ceilyac 0CcTanoch 2 ThICAYM U AeCATKU KPaHOB CTOME-
TPOBOW BbICOTbI, KOTOPbIE MOHTUPYIOT HEKOE CTaNbHOE THEe3[0.

lHe3po! BoT TyT TpeTuii — 1 camblii MHTEpEeCHbIt Gapbep.
HoBble 3faHKUsA LOMKHBI COOTBETCTBOBATbL KNTANCKO Nony-
nApHoW cumBonuke. NHe3po — 3710 xopowo. A3ponopT, Npuay-
MaHHbI capom HopmaHom ®ocTepom, GyAeT nocTpoeH B BUAE
apakoHa. Eue ny4qwe. Hy a ecnv cumBon He COBCEM YAAuHbIi
UIW BBYCMbICTEHHbIA — TO 6eaa. EBponeiickue apxutekTopsl
He BCeraa HacTo/bKO XOPOLWO 3HaT MUGOSOTUYECKYID CUMBO-
nuky Kutas, 4tobbl yragatb U He nOBTOPATbCA. VX KOHCYNbTU-
PYIOT, HO BCE )€ 3TO YK€ 3HAYUT — NeTb nofj hoHOrpammy.

KuTaiiusl, Kak u pycckue, no6sT, 4T06bl Ha Kpbile Hebo-
cKpeba cuano YTo-HUOYAb POAHOE: KaKas-HUOYAb balweHKa —
Bpoge Cy3ganbckoii B MockBe, a TYT — KaKoii-HUOYab TalHblii
ropoa, Nub u AHb unn 4to-Hnbyab B Takom pope. OfnH U3 npo-
eKToB HebockpeboB 1993 roga — PuHaHcoBhI LeHTp B LaH-
xae apxutekTypHoi dupmbl Kohn Pedersen Fox (KPF) — umen
Ha NOCNEeAHUX ITAXAX KPYrnoe OTBEPCTUE /A YMEHbLIEHUA
BETPOBOII Harpysku. HeTpyaHo 6bin0 fOrafaThcs, 4T0 310
MOXET KOe-KOMY HanoMHUTb 0 cywecTBoBaHun AnoHuu. Kpyr
3anpeTuaun, NpuWNOCh Nepefenatb ero B Tpanewuio.

Tem He MeHee CoObITUA B apxuTeKTypHOM Kutae, Heckonb-
KO HanOMWHasA CTpOUTENbHYIO AeaTenbHocTb MeTpa n Ekate-
puHbl Benukux B Cankt-lNetepbypre, camu no cebe 3Hayar,
noxanyi, gaxe Heuto 6onblwee. IT0 cobLITUSA rNOGANBHOTO
MacwTaba. 3T0 CUMBON NOrOHU 33 YEM-TO, YTO MOXKET NOHATH
Tonbko Pem Kosnxaac, Hekas cMech yTOMUM U pbiHKA, HeKas
CKOpPOCTb yieTa B HeGeca BOOGPaXeHUs UM roHKa ambuuui,
CMEeHMBLAsA KONNYECTBO pa3AensioWnxcs 60eronoBok Ha
KONIMYECTBO apXMUTEKTYPHBIX Yyaec. A rnaBHoe — 3TO eCTb pea-
nn3auma yero-To ovyeHb bonbworo, Camoro bonbworo. Kutait-
Lbl, KaK 1 pycCKue, No cyTu cBoei GONbLIEBUKHN, UM XOUETCS
UMeTb MakcuManbHbll 3chdekT. Nx ngean — KHUra pekopaos
[MHHecca. KuTaitubl Toxe 60bHbI MaHuein Bennyns. Ho yem
OHO 06epHeTCs ANIA HUX CaMUX U [NA APYTUX, MEHee BENNKUX
HapoAoB, — He U3BECTHO.

CerofHs co3paeTcs BneyatneHne, 4To OHU AOCTUTHYT XKena-
eMOM Lenu, co3aafyT-Taku cynep-cynep MMUAX Benuyaiwe
BO BCeX OTHoweHuax [lepxasbl. Ho uctopus koBapHa. Bcskas
nobena Takoro poaa 06bIYHO YpeBaTa KakMM-TO HenpepcKa-
3yeMbIM nopaxeHuem. KaxeTcs, 4To Ha celi pa3 nopaxeHue
noTepnuT He cToNbKo cam Kutail, CKONbKO Ta apXUTEKTypa,
KOTOPYIO OH pelnn No3anMcTBOBaTh Ha 3anaje. JTa apxuTek-
TypHas MeranomaHus MoXeT ObiTb NpefBeCTHULeil anonnek-
CMYEeCKOro yaapa 3anafgHoro MOAepHU3Ma, Tak YTo B KOHLE
KOHL,0B KMTaliCKasn BOEHHAs XUTPOCTb U TYT OKAXETCA Ha
BblcoTe. Bpar Oyget nobexaeH Ha cobCTBEHHOI TEppUTOPUY
KOMMYHUMCTUYECKOro rocyfapcrsa. Hy a Kak ckaxerca 3Ta
nobena Hap apxUTeKTypHbIM 3anagom B camom Kutae Ha ero
apxuTeKType, ocTaeTcs ToAbKO ragatb no W-LUsuny — kutain-
ckoit Knure lMepemeH.

Games in any season and any weather. It is not easy, but the
architects from Basel seem to have solved this problem.

At the same time there are heaps of working hands at the
plant. At first 7 thousand people were involved in building
the stadium. Now there are only 2 thousand people and tens
of cranes 100 meters in height, which are installing a steel
nest.

A nest! Here is the third and the most interesting barrier.
New buildings should correspond to Chinese popular symbol-
ogy. The nest - it is good. The airport designed by Sir Norman
Foster will be built in the form of a dragon. It is even better.
But if the symbol is inappropriate or ambiguous - it is a trou-
ble. European architects not always know Chinese mythologi-
cal symbology well enough to hit the mark and to be unique.
They have consultants, but this way it means to «lip-synch».

Chinese people, like Russians, want to see something
dear and familiar on the roof of the sky-scraper, for example
a Suzdal turret in Moscow. Here it is a Secret town, Yin and
Yang or something like this. One of the sky-scraper projects
of 1993 is the Financial Center in Shanghai designed by an
architectural firm «Kohn Pedersen Fox» (KPF). It had a round
hole on the upper floors to decrease wind load. It could be
easily supposed that it would remind of Japan. The round
hole was forbidden. It was turned into a trapezium.

Nevertheless, the events in architectural China, remind-
ing to some extend Peter and Ekaterina the Great's building
activity in Saint Petersburg, mean even something more.
These are events on a global scale. It is a symbol of chasing
something, which can be understood only by Rem Kolhaas. It
is a mixture of utopia and the market, a speed of imagination
that flies to heaven. Or it is a drive of ambitions that has
replaced the quantity of splitting war-heads by the quantity
of architectural wonders. The key point is that it is realiza-
tion of something very Great, the Greatest. Chinese people,
like Russians, are Bolsheviks by their nature, they want to
have the maximum effect. Their ideal is the Guiness World
Records. Chinese people are also suffering from megaloma-
nia. But nobody knows what will come of it for themselves
and for other nations, which are not that great.

Today they make us believe that they will reach their goal,
creating super-super image of the Greatest Power. But his-
tory is insidious. Every victory of such kind is usually fraught
with unpredictable failure. It seems that this time not just
China will meet with failure, but mostly the architecture bor-
rowed by it from the West. This architectural megalomania
may be a precursor of the western modernism's apoplexy, so
finally Chinese stratagem will be up to the mark. The enemy
will be won on the territory of the communist state. It
remains only to tell fortunes by the Chinese Book of Changes
«I-Ching», how this victory will influence the architectural
West in China itself and its architecture.



