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The Santodomingo Library and its spacious contribution to
Public space has been of extraordinary benefit for the popula-
tion in the northern districts of Bogot6 Usaquen and Suba.
More than a library it is a cultural centre, offering possibilities
for different educative and interdisciplinary activities. Areas
specialized for parents and their children, exposition rooms, a
theatre where the main stage with seating for 1250 spectators
and smaller auditorium for 300.

The cultural centre is located in a 55.000 mI public park,
supporting and complementing the spirit of it as it reflects
where knowledge leads. The man gets back to nature, the more
he understands, the more he respects his context. Existing
plants have been mostly respected, and meanwhile a whole
process of ecological restoration has begun. Recovered public
space for (among others) native plants, which will have an
important input to water, animals and insects. For example the
hummingbirds, which have still a compound in the mountain
Conejera situated close to the library.

An inevitable relation between the library and the park

exists. The visitors of the cultural centre and the library can
take a break or a walk and also get inspired from the inside of
the building by the view of nature. The connection is also
reflected by the flowing of the outer landscape into the build-
ing openings, not only in the upper levels, but also in the
underground parking lots, where the dark corridors get light-
ened by a natural solar light, giving life to plants and above
that to the parking lots. Concrete walls on the buildings facade
are being well decorated by floral games and native, large-
leaved “Yarumo” trees.

The Parks do act like an educational force as well. They show
with respect the different plants, which have been forgotten by
the inhabitants of Bogot6. Also influencing directly in life of
the users as something necessary for the development of our
society and important for the healthy life of the individuals, in
a psychological and physiological way.

It tries to integrate the landscape with the inside of the
building. Great windows provide the necessary natural light for
the library but also give a pleasant and relaxing view. A main
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bubnnoteka CaHTO-[LOMUHIO W ee OTPOMHbIA BKAAJ B pa3-
BUTUE OOLECTBEHHBIX NPOCTPAHCTB NPUHOCUT HEOLEHU-
MYI0 NOAb3y HAaCeNeHNo CeBEPHbIX PaNOHOB YcaKeH U
Cyba roposa boroTbl. 3T0 ckopee KynbTypHbIi LEHTP, B
KOTOPOM NMPOXOAAT pa3nuyHble 06pa3oBaTeNbHbIe U MEX-
BUCLUNAUHAPpHbIe MeponpuaTuA. B Hem pacnonoxeHsl
cneuuanbHble KOMHaTbl AN B3POC/bIX U AeTeN, BbICTaBOY-
Hble 3a/bl, TeaTp ¢ 6oNblWMM 3a10M Ha 1 250 mecT u
ManbiM 3anom Ha 300 3puteneit.

KynbTypHbIi LLEHTP HAXOAWTCA B 0OLWECTBEHHOM Napke
naowanbto 55 TbiC. KB. M, KOTOPbIA NOALEPKMBAET AYX
O6MBIMOTEKM, CTPEMIIEHUE YENOBEKA K 3HAHUAM.
Bo3Bpalanck B eCTeCTBEHHYIO CpeAy, YeNoBeK olyLiaeT,
KaK C poCTOM 3HaHWW pacTeT W yBaXeHUe K OKpyxatoLiei
cpefe. K 3eneHblM HacaxaeHMAM 3[ecb OTHOCATCA
6epexHo, HO B TO e BPeEMSA CyLLeCTBYET HEOOXOAUMOCTb
B 00LLEM IKONOTNYECKOM BOCCTAHOBIEHUN TEPPUTOPUU.
Bocco3paHbl 06WeCcTBEHHbIE MPOCTPAHCTBA, rAe Hapaay C
APYrMMK NOCaXeHbl MeCTHble BUAbI pacTeHUIA, urpatoume
BaXXHYI0 poNib B BOAOEMAX U XU3HU 3BEpeii, HACEKOMbIX U
nTuy, (Hanpumep, HEKOTOpble BUAbI KONUGPU BCe elye
BCTpPeYaloTcs Henoaaneky ot 6ubGAMOTEKH, B paiioHe ropbl

KoHexepa).

BubnnoTekon u napk TeCHO CBA3aHbl APYr C APYroM.
MoceTutenn KynbTYPHOTO LEHTPa U BUBANOTEKU MOTYT
nepefoxHyTh, MPOTyNATLCA HAa CBEXEM BO3AyXe UK Npo-
CTO HACNA/MUTLCS KUBOMUCHBIM BULOM He BbIXOASA M3 34a-
Hua. OKpyxalowmnin naHawadT N1aBHO NepeTeKkaeT BHYTPb
34aHNUA HE TONbKO Ha BEPXHUX YPOBHAX, HO TaKXKe B NOJ-
3eMHOM NapKOBOYHOM MPOCTPaHCTBE. YKpaleHuem ans
OeTOHHbIX CTEH (hacaja CAyKaT pacTUTENbHble IeMeHTHI
W MeCTHOe AepeBo SPYMO C KPYMHbIMU IUCTbAMU.

Mapk Takxe BbINONHAET 06pa3oBaTeNbHy0 GYHKLMIO.
3peck 3a60TANBO BbICAXEHb! Pa3NUYHbIE BUALI PACTEHUR,
0 CyLLeCcTBOBAHUM KOTOPbIX XUTenn boroTsl yike faBHO
no3abbinu. Takue napku KpaitHe HEOGXOANUMbI NS Pa3Bu-
THA obWecTBa U 340pOBOro 06pasa XKNU3HM, Kak B NCUXO-
JIOTNYecKOM, Tak U B M3MOJOTUYECKOM CMbICTIE.

MpesnpuHATa NONbITKA UHTErpauumn naHawadTa B
WHTepbep 34aHnA. V3 6oNnblWNX OKOH, XOPOLWOo nponyc-
KaloWMX eCTeCTBEHHbI CBET, OTKPbIBAETCA NPUATHbI
ymupoTBopsWKiA Bug. Mapk oTAenseT 3gaHne bubnuote-
KW OT NPOXOAALLE MUMO aBTOMOGUNbHOM MarucTpanu.
Bubnuoteka He noaBepraeTcs NpsiMOMY BO3AeiCTBUIO
MarucTpanu, NoCKONbKY aKyCTUYECKN U BU3YaNbHO 3alu-
LeHa pacTeHUAMU N APYTUMU 3NIEMEHTAMM NapKa.

NHTepecHo pa3geneHue napka Ha y4yacTKU Mpu NoMoLm
LBETHbIX TPABAHbIX KOBPOB UM BOAOMPOHULAEMbIX
NOBEPXHOCTEI U3 TaKUX BUAOB BTOPCHIPbA, KaK KMpNuY-
Has KpoLWKa UIu ApeBecHas Kopa, KoTopble 06bIYHO He
MCMONb3YIOTCA B 06LWECTBEHHbIX MPOCTPAHCTBAX boroThl.

Haxogascb Ha TeppuTopuu boroTsl, rie obuecTBeHHble
W 3eNeHble NPOCTPAHCTBA OYEHb OTPaHUYEHBI, Napk dyHK-
LMOHMPYET KaK He3aBucMMas 30Ha AnA NobbIX counans-
HbIX UM MHAMBUAYANbHBIX BUAOB AEATENbHOCTU. 34eCh
MOYHO NPOBOAUTb UCCNE[OBAHMUA, YNTATh, OTAbIXATb,
AblWATL CBEXMUM BO3AYXOM. KynbTypHbIii LLeHTp, pacnono-
XeHHbI Ha 170-1 ynuue, npegHasHayeH ana nogen c
pa3HbIM COLMANbHO-3KOHOMUYECKUM CTATyCcOM U 06Cny-
KUBAET Takue obpa3oBaTebHble yUpeXaeHUs, Kak AeT-
CKMWe cafbl, WKonbl U yHUBepcuTeTbl. OHKM 0ObeAnHAIT 18
% HaceneHus boroTel U Tenepb UMeOT BO3MOKHOCTb
noNb30BaTLCA NOMELEHUAMU LEeHTpa.



car way passes right in front of the building but in-between,
there is the park. The library is not directly facing the way,
because it's being acoustically and visually buffered through
the Park elements and plants.

An outstanding element is the division of the park in areas
and rooms structured by coloured plant carpets or permeable
surfaces of recycled materials such as crushed brick or tree cor-
tex that are normally not used in public spaces in Bogota.

Exploring, sitting, reading or just for taking a breath the Park

functions as an independent room for all kind of social and
individual activities, in an area of Bogot6 with limited public
and green spaces. The cultural centre, placed in the 170rs
street is home for people with all kinds of socio-economic back-
grounds and includes different educational institutes such as
kindergartens, schools and Universities. These represent the
18% of school-aged population in Bogot6 and now have the
possibility to share this common space.

Julio Mario Santodomingo Library’s Public Space
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