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B TeyeHue mecALEeB, NOKa roToBWSICA 3TOT HOMED XXypHana, Haw ropofd, cTpaHa U
MUP UCNbITANIN HECKONbKO 3aMETHbIX MOTPACEHWA. KOHeL neTta BCTPAXHYMA MeKNHC-
kad Onumnuana n nATUOHEBHaA BOiiHA HA KaBka3e, a MIpKyTCKy nepcoHanbHoO [0CTa-
f10Cb WecTnbannbHOe 3eMIIETPACEHNE.

HbIHEWHUIA HOMEP MOCBALIEH HE CMOPTY, HE FTOPAYNM TOYKAM W HE CEelCMNYECKNM
onacHoctAM lNpubaiikanbd. Kazanock 6bl, TeMa HOMepa NPAMO NPOTUBOMOJIOXKHA TEM
yrpo3am 1 CTPacTAM, KOTOPble ENCTBUTENIbHO MOTPACAT mMacchl nioaei. My3am He
NpuUCTano Kpuyarb — NX rofioca He CNbllHbI, KOraa roBOpAT NYIWKKN, UNN peBeT cTaal-
OH, W TPACETCA 3eMA...

YmM6epT0o JKO nucan, 4to rnaBHOE OTANYMNE WHTENNEeKTyana oT UHTENNIUreHTa B TOM,
YTO NPOCTO 00pa30BaHHbLIN CMELNanCT 0TBEYAET Ha BONPOCHI, a YENOBEK KYNbTyp-
HbIA, MHTEINMUTEHTHLIA BONPOCHI 3apgaet. [puyem Bonpockl HeynobHble, 6ecnokoA-
e, noTpAcalowme OCHOBLI 1 TONKawwWMe K Kpuaucam. [maBHaa 3agava KynbTypbl
— He ycnaxnatb, a bynopaxnTb. KOHPNNKTbI, KpU3NChl 1 KATaCTPombl HE YOUBAIOT,
a NuTalT KynbTypy. He cnagkumm cHamu cHabXaeT Hac NOANMWHHAA KYnbTypa, a
TPYOHOW OECCOHHWLEN. Enena Mpuropbesa

During the months while this issue was in preparation, our city, our country and
the world have experienced several significant shocks. The end of summer was
marked by the Olympic Games in Beijing and «the five days’ war” in the Caucasus,
and Irkutsk was personally shaken up with a grade 6 earthquake.

This issue is devoted neither to sports nor to «hot spots” or seismic risks of
Pribaikalie. The subject seems to be just the opposite to those threats and horrors
that shock the masses indeed. Muses do not shout. One cannot hear their voices
when guns fire, the stadium roars or the earth quakes...

Umberto Eco said that the principal difference between an intellectual person
and a cultured one is that an educated specialist answers the questions, but a
cultured one usually asks. And the asked questions are mostly inconvenient,
they undermine principles and provoke crisis. The main task of culture is to
disturb rather than to sweeten. Conflicts, crisis and catastrophes do not Kill
but nourish culture. True culture does not give us sweet dreams — it torments
us with hard insomnia. Elena Grigorieva



